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Synopsis. 


1.  The     population     of     Posen     and     West 
Prussia   includes   more    Germans   than    Poles. 

According  to  the  census  of  1910,  the  population  of  the 
provinces  of  Posen  and  West  Prussia  included :  1  904  663 
Germans  (=  50.57%)  and  1  861  942  Poles  (=  49.43o/0). 

2.  Three    Government    districts     (Danzig, 
Marienwerder,    and    Bromberg)  -are    predom- 
inantly German;    in  the   fourth  (Posen)   there 
are  comparatively  as  many  Germans  as  there 
are  Poles  in  East  Galicia. 


Government  district 

Germans 

Poles 

Danzig      

72.10  o/o 

27.62  % 

Marienwerder    ... 
Bromberg      .... 

59.B5  o/0 
50.00  o/o 
32.23  o/o 

40.33  o/0 
49.91  o/0 
67.64  o/0 

3.  The  German  minorities  in  the  predom- 
inantly Polish  districts  are  less  pronounced 
than  the  Polish  minorities  in  the  predom- 
inantly German  districts. 

In  the  districts  with  more  than  50%  Poles,  there  are 
living  altogether  no  less  than  670000  Germans,  whereas 
only  364000  Poles  are  living  in  the  districts  with  more 
than  50%  Germans.  If  therefore,  the  predominantly  Polish 
districts  were  to  be  added  to  Poland,  almost  twice  as 
many  Germans  would  come  under  Polish  sover- 
eignty as  Poles  would,  in  the  other  case,  remain  under 
German  sovereignty, 
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4.  Germans    and    Poles    live    together    so 
intermixed    that    a    clean    division    is    quite 
impossible. 

Only  in  32  of  the  72  districts  in  the  two  provinces, 
is  one  of  the  nationalities  represented  by  a  3/4  majority,  the 
Poles  in  18,  the  Germans  in  14  districts.  In  the  other  40 
districts,  there  are  2215006  inhabitants  of  whom  1037286 
speak  German  and  1  117720  Polish.  Hence,  in  the  bulk 
of  the  districts,  there  live  almost  as  many  Germans  as 
do  Poles. 

5.  Ethnographically,      Poland     does      not 
extend    directly   up   to   the   sea;   the   "German 
bridge"  extending  from  Bran  denburg-  Pom  er- 
ania    up    to    East     Prussia    lies    between    the 
Polish    block    and   the    sea;    the  valley   of  the 
Vistula   above  all  is  preponderantly  German. 

A  bridge  of  predominantly  German  districts  runs  along 
the  Netze  and  through  the  valley  of  the  Vistula  from  the 
Brandenburg-Pomeranian  boundaries  up  to  East  Prussia; 
this  bridge  is  formed  by  the  districts  of  Deutsch-Krone, 
Filehne,  Czarnikau,  Kolmar,  Wirsitz,  Flatow,  Bromberg, 
Schwetz,  Graudenz,  Marienwerder,  Stuhm,  and  Rosenberg. 
In  all  of  these  districts,  the  Germans  hold  a  considerable 
majority. 

6. 'In   both  provinces,  the  German  populat- 
ion is  old-established. 

The  following  table  gives  the  strength  of  the  German 
p  opulation : 


Province 

nationality-  census 

1861 

1910 

no. 

°/o 

no.               % 

Posen     .              . 

739  000 
791  000 

52.26 
67.58 

812  618 
1  107  539 

38.7 
65.1 

West  Prussia     .     .     . 

7.  The  German  population  has  almost  ex- 
clusively given  a  German  vote  for  the  Reichs- 
tag-elections of  1912;  the  statistics  for  the 
Rei  chstag- elections  and  the  n  ati  onality- sta- 
tistics confirm  each  other. 

The  following  votes  were  given: 


Government 
district 

no.  of  en- 
franchised 

no.  of  German 
votes 

no.  of  Polish 
votes 

Bromberg-  .     . 
Posen     .     .     . 

146  061 

252  382 

68704 
82506 

50855 
119  224 

It  will  be  seen  that  considerably  less  Polish  votes  have 
been  given  than  should  have  been  expected  from  the  figures 
for  the  population. 

8.  "Catholic"and"Polish"  are  not  synonyms. 

In  the  whole  province  of  Posen,  the  number  of 
protestant  Poles  was  in  1910  but  9333,  against  140851 
catholic  Germans;  and  in  West  Prussia  there  were  but 
1533  protestant  Poles,  as  against  281  430  catholic  Germans. 

9.  The  landed  property  is  predominantlyin 
German  hands,  and  so  is  the  private  property. 

The  sum  total  of  landed  property  was  in  1914: 


Province 

total 
area 

German                          Polish 

ha. 

% 

ha. 

% 

Posen  .     .     . 
West  Prussia 

2  743763 
2240261 

1610818 
1  837  977 

58.71 
75.94 

1  132  895 

582  284 

41.29 
24.06 

10.  The    German   peasant   holds   more   land 
in  Posen  than  the  Polish  peasant. 

The  figures  for  all  private  landed  property  in  the  rural 
communes  of  the  Province  of  Posen  are :  German  635  538  ha 
(=53.8%),  Polish  544990  ha  (=46.2%). 


11.  The  German  element  holds  more  landed 
prop-erty  in  Posen   than  the  Polish  element  in 
East  Galicia. 

Whilst  the  Polish  element  only  holds  40.3  °/o  of  the 
total  area  in  East  Galicia,  the  German  landed  property  in 
Posen  amounts  to  47.8%  of  the  total  area. 

12.  The  towns  are  predominantly  German, 
not  counting  the  military  and  officials. 

In  1905,  the  working  male  population  of  the  towns  of 
the  province  of  Posen  included  (not  counting  the  military 
and  officials)  85930  Germans  and  82714  Poles;  the  figures 
for  the  towns  of  the  province  of  West  Prussia  were  120000 
Germans  and  22  000  Poles. 

13.  The  landed  property  in  towns  is  mostly 
in  German  hands. 

The  German  and  the  Polish  share  in  the  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  towns  of  the  protince  of  Posen  is: 


Government 
district 

total  no.  of 
dwelling-houses 

Germ 
no. 

an 

Polish 

o/ 
/o 

110. 

% 

Posen  .     .     . 
Bromberg     . 

29806 
18908 

16714 
12697 

56 
67 

13092 
16211 

44 

33 

There  are  but  4  districts  in  the  whole  of  the  province, 
where  the  Poles  own  more  than  75%  of  town  dwelling- 
houses;  whereas  in  10  districts  the  Germans  own  75% 
and  more. 


14.    Commerce     and     traffic     are     predom- 
inantly German. 

In  1905,  the  occupation-group  "commerce  and  trade" 
included,  for  the  province  of  Posen,  68.58%  Germans  and 
30.68%  Poles. 


15.  The  industries  are  predominantly  Ger- 
man, particularly  important  concerns. 

Of  the  24  228  larger  concerns  (Mitinhaber-,  Gehilfen-, 
and  Motorenbetriebe)  in  the  province  of  Posen,  13941 
(==  57.54%)  were  German.  Of  the  concerns  employing 
more  than  10  persons,  1  345  were  German  and  only 
363  Polish. 

16.  The  Germans   pay  com  p  arati  vely  more 
taxes  than  the  Poles. 

The  following  income-tax  returns  will  show  this: 


Govern- 
ment 
district 

Germans 

Poles 

the 
assessed': 

tax  to  be 
raised 

the              tax  to  be 
assessed             raised 

no. 

% 

marks 

|  %  !     no. 

%  -    marks      •/§ 

Posen 
Bromberg 

63626|50.76|5109421 
5421073.40  3918359 

63.33 
80.65 

61724 
19641 

49  24;  2  921  024  136.87 
26.60     94008719.36 

17.  The  Germans   hold    the  cultural  super- 
iority. 

Of  13  084  scholars  at  the  secondary  schools  in  the 
province  of  Posen,  10210  (=  78%)  are  German  and  2874 
(=  22%)  are  Polish. 

18.  Posen,    as    agricultural    surplus-terri- 
tory,  finds    its   natural    economic    and    traffic 
complement     in    Central     and    Western    Ger- 
many. 

Of  the  1917  crop,  the  province  supplied  up  to 
Aug.  15.  1918  not  less  than  331  521  metric  tons  bread-corn, 
45719  metric  tons  barley  and  oats,  sand  18  141  528  Zentner 
potatoes  (=  15%  of  the  total  supply  of  the  German 
Empire). 
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19.  The   yearly   profit  accruing  to  the  pro- 
vince   of  Posen    from    its   union   with    Prussia 
amounts  to  "tens  of  millions". 

According  to  Polish  estimates,  the  province  of  Posen 
had  a  total  profit  of  20  million  marks  from  corn  duties  alone. 

20.  An  amalgamation,  with  Poland  is  ident- 
ical   with    an    economic   catastrophe   for    the 
Province. 

The  loss  of  the  German  market,  low  wages,  low  values 
for  land  and  provisions,  and  insolvency  will  bring  about 
lastingly  deteriorated  conditions  of  life  for  the  Polish 
peasant  and  agricultural  labourer. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Neither  Posen  nor  West-Prussia  have  ever  been  un- 
questionably Polish  territories  according  to  point  13  of  Wilson. 
On  the  contrary:  West-Prussia  owes  everything  to  the  German 
-  everything  that  the  present  has  taken  over  from  the  past, 
all  that  she  possesses  of  historic  memories  and  treasures. 
But  also  in  the  case  of  Posen,  all  history  reports  that  it 
has  been  the  German  who  economically  as  well  as  cultu- 
rally furthered  this  province.  The  first  independent  prince 
of  Posen,  Mieszko  III  (1142 — 1202),  desirous  of  raising  the 
cultural  standard  of  his  country,  induced  German  monks 
of  the  vicinity  of  Cologne  and  belonging  to  the  order  of 
Abbot  Robert  of  Cistertium  to  come  'to  Posen,  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  thirteenth  century  saw  a  broad  stream  of 
German  peasants  and  citizens  flowing  towards  Posen.  They 
came  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Polish  princes,  in  particular 
Wladislaus  Odonicz,  Przemisl  I,  Boleslaus  the  Pious  and 
Przemisl  II  (1202—1296)  and  under  the  management  of  the 
church,  above  all  the  Cistertian  order.  They  brought  with 
them  the  technical  knowledge  and  energy  necessary  for  the 
drainage  of  the  swamps  and  the  rooting-up  of  the  forests; 
their  capacity  for  work  was  twice  that  of  the  Polish  pea- 
sant. The  fact  that  the  unit,  according  to  which  the  land 
was  distributed  among  the  German  colonists,  had  been 
fixed  at  30  acres,  whereas  it  was  only  15  acres  in  the  case 
of  the  Polish,  this  fact  can  but  indicate  that  with  their 
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improved  implements  and  greater  experience,  the  German 
agriculturists  did  at  the  same  time  twice  as  much  work  as 
the  Slavish.  The  immensity  of  the  immigration  can  best 
be  seen  from  the  numerous  towns  which  were  founded 
with  those  settlers  by  the  Polish  princes.  The  towns  were 
planned  on  the  Silesian  style,  and  jurisdiction  was  done 
according  to  German  law.  At  that  time  rose  the  colonial 
town  of  Gnesen  (before  1243),  the  first  German  colonial 
town  beside  the  old  capital  of  the  country;  further  Powicz, 
Meseritz,  Kostschin,  Hohensalza,  the  colonial  town  of  Fosen 
(on  the  left  bank  of  the  Warthe,  1253),  Fraustadt,  Schrimm; 
a  little  later  Rogasen,  Samter,  Gostyn,  etc.  Everywhere, 
the  German  citizens  established  themselves  according  to 
German  custom:  they  elected  their  burgomaster  and  council 
for  the  management  of  the  municipal  affairs;  the  jurisdiction 
lay  in  the  hands  of  a  jury  under  the  chairmanship  of  a 
hereditary  bailiff;  the  elders  of  the  guilds,  which  .were  at 
once  constituted  in  every  place,  undertook  the  representation 
of  the  citizens.  Also  German  Jews  came,  together  with  the 
Christian  settlers,  into  the  province;  they  were  attracted  by 
the  trade  which  only  now  began  to  flourish,  and  in  almost 
every  town  they  had  their  Ghetto. 

Simultaneously  the  colonization  of  West  Prussia  took 
place.  Here  the  Polish  dominion  had,  since  the  first  quarter 
of  the  twelfth  century,  covered  the  whole  of  the  duchy  of 
Pomerania  (then  reaching  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Vistula). 
This  mastery  over  a  portion  of  the  Baltic  coast,  however, 
was  not  of  long  duration.  The  part  of  Pomerania  to  the 
West  of  the  Persante  was  lost  to  the  Poles  in  1181,  and 
in  1227  Eastern  Pomerania  with  Pomerellen  was  likewise 
lost.  Shortly  before  this,  duke  Conrad  of  Masovia  had 
asked  the  German  knights  to  assist  him  against  the  heathen 
Prussians,  and  with  them  the  power-factor  came  to  West 
Prussia,  deeply  imprinting  its  character  upon  the  territory 
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round  the  lower  Vistula.  Even  now-a-days,  West  Prussia 
is  still  the  old  country  of  the  Knightly  Order.  With  the 
knights  also  German  peasants  and  citizens  came  to  West- 
Prussia,  and  a  large  number  of  German  farmers'  villages  in 
this  province  can  still  be  traced  back  to  their  found- 
ation by  the  Order  of  Knights.  During  the  first  years  after 
the  arrival  of  the  knights,  there  arose  the  following  German 
towns:  Kulm  (1231),  Thorn  (1232),  Marienwerder  (1233), 
and  Elbing  (1237).  All  of  them  have  up  to  the  present 
day  retained  their  German  character  with  respect  to  the 
outward  appearance  as  well  as  with  regard  to  the  com- 
position of  nationality  of  the  population. 

The  history  of  the  Teutonic  Order  need  not  be  followed 
here;  it  is  well  known  that,  by  the  treaty  of  Thorn  (1466), 
the  order  ceded  the  greatest  part  of  the  present  province 
of  West  Prussia  to  the  Poles.  For  the  period  of  one  hundred 
years  (till  1569)  the  country  was  connected  with  Poland 
only  by  personal  union,  but  then  the  Prussian  constitution 
was  forcibly  Abolished,  and  West  Prussia  was  united  with 
Poland  by  constitutional  law.  This  union  lasted  until  1772 
Naturally,  the  country  which  had  previously  been  pre- 
ponderantly German  did,  in  the  course  of  this  time,  receive 
a  very  much  stronger  Polish  woof.  One  thing  however 
must  be  pointed  out:  this  time  of  Polish  government  has 
for  the  flourishing  commonwealth  on  the  lower  Vistula  been 
a  time  of  complete  decadence.  Truly,  Danzig  was  in  its 
prime  about  the  turn  of  the  16th  and  17th  centuries.  But 
Danzig  had  always  preserved  its  independent  position;  in 
its  inner  constitution  and  composition,  Danzig  had  never 
shown  the  slightest  trace  of  Polish  character,  and  it  was 
not  by  any  means  its  union  with  Poland  to  which  it  owed 
its  prosperity  but,  if  one  might  say  so,  the  favourable  con- 
dition of  the  world  markets  of  that  time.  For  all  other 
towns,  however,  and  for  the  entire  country,  the  union  with 
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Poland  meant  decay;  and  with  the  end  of  the  16th  century 
came  for  the  entire  Polish  people  the  period  of  material 
and  moral  downfall  which  lasted  until  the  time  of  the  dis- 
memberment. West  Prussia  had  its  full  share  in  this  down- 
fall and,  when  Frederic  the  Great  took  possession  of  the 
country  in  1772,  it  had  literally  gone  to  ruin. 

In  Posen  the  retrogression  of  the  German  element  had 
taken  place  a  little  earlier;  although,  in  the  14th  century, 
and  particularly  under  Casimir  the  Great  (1333—70)  who 
founded  Bromberg,  it  experienced  a  second  bloom.  The 
15th  century  however  brought  the  fighting-out  of  the  ant- 
agonism between  the  Poles  and  the  Order.  Hand  in  hand 
with  this,  the  differences  between  the  German  towns  in  the 
country  and  the  Polish  nobility  became  more  and  more 
acute;  the  rights  of  autonomy  for  the  towns  was  curtailed 
whereas  royal  or  seigniorial  rights  increased.  In  spite  of 
favourable  economic  circumstances,  the  German  elements 
began  to  succumb  to  the  polonization;  in  the  16th  century 
great  progress  was  being  made  in  this  direction.  Only  in 
the  western  part  of  the  province,  where  immigration  had 
never  ceased,  did  the  German  element  hold  its  ground; 
towns  such  as  Fraustadt  and  Meseritz  have,  not  even  at 
that  time,  lost  the  German  character  of  their  populations. 
The  position  of  the  German  peasant,  however,  became 
everywhere  extremely  unfavourable;  the  democratic  insti- 
tutions of  the  German  law  entirely  disappeared  in  the  15th 
century  among  the  rural  population,  which  everywhere  sank 
into  complete  dependence.  Thus,  the  German  element  in 
Posen  —  with  the  exception  of  the  western  and  southern 
parts  which  have  been  German  at  all  times  —  would  prob- 
ably have  perished  if  a  second  German  immigration  had 
not  taken  place  in  the  16th  and  particularly  in  the  17th  cent- 
ury under  Wladislaus  IV  (1632—48).  The  exigencies  of 
the  thirty -years'  war  and  the  religious  troubles  drove  the 
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settlers  into  Poland  where,  at  that  time,  favourable  condi- 
tions of  life  were  beckoning.     Thus  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  German  citizens    migrated    from  Silesia   into   the 
towns  of  the  south  and  west  of  Posen  which  thereby  ex- 
perienced, all  of  them,  a  very  considerable  increase  of  po- 
pulation.   Whilst  since  the  middle  of  the   15th  century  the 
founding  of  new  towns  had  become  a  rarity,  now  quite  a 
number  of  towns  arose,  e.  g.  Rawitsch,  Schwersenz,  Gratz, 
Schlichtingsheim,  Unruhstadt  etc.;  their  planning  and  con- 
stitution were  on  mediaeval  lines.    In  this  case  again  was 
the  immigration  of  the  urban  elements   accompanied  by  a 
colonization  of  the  country  with  German  peasants.    These 
latter  came  in  the  first  place  from  Brandenburg  and  like- 
wise from  Silesia,  but  they  also  came  from  the  East,  from 
Prussia.     First  of  all,  the  Netze  valley  and  the  districts  of 
Bromberg   and    Hohensalza   were    colonized;    and    in    this 
region  there  were  besides  the  immigrants  from  Brandenburg 
also  Dutch  colonists  who,  in  the   16th  century,  hat  settled 
on  the  Danzig  river  islands  and  then  had  further  advanced 
up  the  Vistula,  everywhere  cultivating  the  lowlands  by  the 
river  ,wjth  the  aid  of  the  experience  they  had  gained  in  their 
mother-country.     At  the  end  of  the  16th  century,  the  immi- 
grants also  established  themselves  in  the  Northern  part  of 
the  province  of  Posen  of  to-day.    These  immigrations  ex- 
plain the  fact  that  the  German  element  and  German  landed 
property   are   so   great   just   there,    about   the  Vistula   and 
Netze,    as  we  shall  see  later.    It  must  be  pointed  out,    by 
the  way,  that  the  German  immigration  was  in  no  wise  li- 
mited to  the  river  valleys  and  the  Netze  district,  for,  above 
all  in  the    17th  century,    a   huge    immigration    of   peasants 
from  Silesia  took  place  into  the  South  and  the  central  parts 
of  the  country.     This  immigration  lasted  until  far  into  the 
17th  century.    It  did  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  Poles  that 
whatever    there   was  in   the  country  of  urban   or  peasant 
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industries,  it  did  not  belong  to  the  Polish  but  to  the 
German  population,  as  the  Woiwode  (Governor)  Stephan 
Garczynski  of  Posen  openly  declared  in  1751.  In  spite  of 
this,  the  Germans  and  the  Jews,  who  also  in  this  second 
period  of  colonization  had  come  together  with  them  into 
the  country,  had  not  an  easy  life.  The  protestants  were 
completely  deprived  of  all  rights  and  excluded  from  public 
life;  and  in  Thorn,  the  Polish  fanaticism  led  to  bloodshed. 
Also  the  Jews  had  to  suffer  severely  by  numerous  criminal 
cases  for  ritual  murder  and  by  many  judicial  murders  (in 
Gnesen  1722,  1738,  in  Posen  1736).  Nevertheless,  the 
German  stock  was  not  absorbed  again  by  the  Polish  ele- 
ments, as  in  the  case  of  the  first  immigration.  They  held 
their  ground  particularly  in  the  country,  and,  when  Posen 
came  to  Prussia,  there  were  not  less  than  400  ,German  - 
so-called  Dutch-villages  (although  they  had  not  by  any 
means  all  been  founded  by  the  Dutch,  but  by  other  German 
settlers).  In  this  manner,  the  two  provinces  have  come  to 
be  bilingual,  but  in  such  a  way  that  the  German  element 
predominates  in  West  Prussia  and  in  the  Netze  district;  and 
we  shall  see  in  how  far  this  historic  character  of  mixed 
nationality  is  reflected  by  the  data  of  the  latest  census  in 
those  regions. 

In  1772,  West  Prussia  and  the  Netze  district  and,  in 
1793,  the  southern  and  larger  part  of  the  province  of  Posen 
came  to  Prussia.  The  initiative  of  the  dismemberment  was 
taken  by  Catharine  II.  Prussia  could  not  allow  the  whole  of 
Poland  to  fall  into  Russian  hands,  since  she  needed  West 
Prussia  as  a  connecting  link  between  her  central  territories 
and  East  Prussia;  furthermore  she  had  a  just  claim  upon 
this  old  German  land.  Also  Posen  was  necessary  as  con- 
necting link  between  East  and  West  Prussia  on  the  one 
hand  and  Silesia  on  the  other;  and  it  must  be  added  that, 
geographically,  the  Warthe  district  and  Brandenburg  are 
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closely  belonging  to  one  another.  It  is  significant  that,  as 
early  as  the  beginning  of  the  15th  century,  a  Piast  duke, 
Wladislaus  of  Oppelrr,  had  the  intention  of  uniting  the 
Warthe  plain  with  Brandenburg.  For  100  to  150  years, 
Posen  and  West  Prussia  have  now  been  German.  What 
has  been  done  for  these  two  provinces  by  the  Prussian 
State  during  that  time,  can  hardly  be  said  in  a  few  words. 
From  the  time  of  Frederic  the  Great,  who  took  great  pains 
to  raise  West  Prussia  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  standard 
of  the  other  Prussian  provinces,  it  has  above  all  been  the 
work  of  the  State  and  of  the  German  administration,  which 
had  raised  the  two  provinces  out  of  great  poverty  and 
decay  to  their  prosperity  of  to-day.  This  work  has  been 
a  great  blessing  for  the  Polish  people;  Prussia  has  achieved 
for  them,  what  they  have  never  been  able  to  attain  to  by 
their  own  efforts,  and  what  they  do,  up  to  this  day,  not 
possess  in  Galicia  for  instance,  viz.  an  independant  and 
viable  peasantry  and  urban  middle-classes.  If,  nevertheless, 
the  Polish  people  are  not  rec9nciled  with  their  destiny, 
which  they  have  brought  on  entirely  through  their  own 
historic  neglect,  the  fault  lies  neither  with  the  Prussian 
State  nor  with  the  German  race,  which  has  in  its  history 
never  known  such  a  thing  as  national  hatred  for  the  Polish 
people.  The  Prussian  State  has  often  enough,  in  1815  as 
well  as  after  the  seditions  of  1846  and  1848,  striven  to 
bring  about  a  reconciliation.  The  fault  remains  rather  with 
the  Polish  people  who  have,  in  spite  of  all  that  the  German 
people  have  done  for  them,  always  kept  alive  a  sharp 
aversion  against  the  Germans;  even  the  first  epocha  of 
German  colonization  brought  about  an  anti-German  agitation 
under  the  guidance  of  the  archbishop  of  Gnesen,  Jacob 
Swinka  (1238-1313).  Furthermore,*  the  Prussian  Poles 
have  made  no  secret  of  their  endeavour  to  free  themselves 
from  Prussia.  The  Prussian  State  has  taken  counter- mea- 
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sures  and,  howsoever  these  may  be  regarded  singly,  the  justi- 
fication for  them  nobody  can  deny.  The  Prussian  State  was 
all  the  more  justified  to  act  in  this  manner,  since  in  1815 
only  those  previously  Polish  territories  had  been  retained, 
which  were  absolutely  necessary  to  safeguard  the  connect- 
ion between  Silesia  and  Prussia.  It  was  all  the  more  the 
duty  of  the  Prussian  State  to  safeguard  the  cohesion  of 
these  territories  with  the  German  realm  since  they  have, 
as  we  shall  see  presently,  a  German  population  numerically 
equal  to  the  Polish  elements  but  possessing  more  landed 
property  and  being  superior  to  them  economically  and 
financially  and  culturally. 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  numerical  strength  of  the 
German  population. 


i. 

The  following  treatise  is  based  upon  the  results  of  the 
census  of  1910.  The  truthfulness  of  the  Prussian  statistics 
of  nationalities  has  frequently  been  doubted  by  Poles«  last 
by  J.  Frejlich,  "La  Structure  nationale  de  la  Pologne",  Neu- 
chatel  1918.  The  charges  can  summarily  be  treated  under 
three  headings.  In  the  first  place  it  is  said  to  be  unjusti- 
fiable to  count  the  Cassubians  —  the  Masurians  we  shall 
leave  out  of  the  question  —  as  a  separate  race.  Even 
Frejlich  can,  however,  not  deny  that,  from  a  philological 
point  of  view,  the  Cassubian  can  be  taken  as  a  separate 
idiom;  hence  one  is  quite  justified  to  record  it  separately 
in  the  statistics.  Politically,  however,  it  is  difficult  to  differ- 
entiate between  Poles  and  Cassubians.  Political  influence 
of  long  years,  confession  of  the  same  faith  (Roman  Catholic), 
the  Polish  church-language,  have  all  bridged  over  the  dia- 
lectic differences  and  thus  brought  most  of  the  Cassubians 
politically  to  the  side  of  the  Poles.  Anyhow,  it  is  important 
to  emphasize  that  the  Cassubian  is  reaching  the  coast  only 
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in  the  districts  of  Putzig  and  Neustadt,  whereas  the  Polish 
language  is  nowhere  reaching  the  sea.  Besides,  the  Cassub- 
ians  are  the  poorest  and  most*  backward  element  in  the 
entire  provinces  of  Posen  and  West  Prussia;  and  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  this  backward  people  is  in  the  region  of 
the  out-of-the-way  Putzig  bordering  on  the  sea  for  about 
50  km,  is  certainly  not  sufficient  to  establish  political  claims 
upon  the  remainder  of  the  purely  German  sea-coast.  Since, 
however,  it  is  difficult  politically  to  differentiate  between 
Poles  and  Cassubians,  the  latter  have  in  the  following  been 
counted  with  the  Poles  without  exception.  Herewith,  the 
second  charge  against  the  Prussian  statistics  of  nationalities 
has  in  the  main  been  removed,  viz.  that  the  census  had 
been  falsified  through  political  influences.  Frejlich  goes  as 
far  as  to  assert  that  the  Prussian  statistics  of  nationalities 
are  "absolutely  false".  He  does,  however,  not  give  any 
evidence  in  support  of  his  assertion;  and  he  would  not 
have  succeeded;  on  the  contrary,  we  shall  see  that  all  com- 
parative figures  give  evidence  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
German  census.  Frejlich  confines  himself  to  the  repetition 
of  what  has  been  stated  before  the  war  by  Prof.  L.  Bern- 
hard  (in  the  introduction  to  his  book:  Die  Polen  in  Ober- 
schlesien,  Berlin  1914),  namely  that  political  influences  may 
give  colour  to  the  result  of  the  census,  the  numerator  en- 
deavouring to  change,  according  to  his  own  opinion,  the  entries 
upon  the  census  form.  It  must,  however,  be  noted  that  the 
census  is  a  "self-census"  of  the  population,  and  the  popu- 
lation's attention  is  particularly  drawn  to  this  fact.  It  is, 
for  instance,  stated  upon  the  envelope  of  the  census  letter 
sent  out  before  the  census  to  the  head  of  every  household: 
the  census  forms  are,  as  far  as  possible,  always  to  be  filled 
in  by  the  head  of  the  household.  And  the  Home  Secretary 
says  in  his  instructions  to  the  authorities:  "The  foremost 
principle  is  to  impose  upon  the  heads  of  the  households 
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the  duty  of  furnishing,  themselves  as  far  as  possible,  the 
data  for  the  census  forms  required  of  the  persons  belonging 
to  their  household."  Undoubtedly  there  are  cases  yet  in 
which  the  numerator  seeks  illicitly  to  influence  the  entries 
of  the  householder;  these  cases  occur  most  easily  where,  as 
with  the  Poles  and  Cassubians,  the  boundaries  are  so  very 
fluctuating,  and  where  there  is  comparatively  much  scope 
for  such  illicit  manipulation  on  the  part  of  the  individual. 
This  explains  the  fluctuation  of  the  entries  concerning  the 
number  of  Cassubians,  upon  which  Bernhard  based  his  cri- 
tique. By  counting  Poles  and  Cassubians  together,  this 
source  of  error  will  be  eliminated  in  the  following  treatise, 
as  has  been  stated  above.  In  Posen  and  West  Prussia,  how- 
ever, the  influence  of  the  individual  to  be  counted  is  cer- 
tainly not  of  great  moment.  Besides,  the  competition  be- 
tween the  different  nationalities  is  far  too  great  in  those  re- 
gions; everybody  knows  only  too  well,  to  which  side  he 
belongs,  and  the  Polish  agitation  which,  before  every  census, 
impresses  most  strongly  upon  all  their  fellows  to  declare 
only  the  Polish  as  their  mothertongue,  succesfully  stirs  even 
the  tardy  and  negligent.  This  is  demonstrated  —  and  now 
we  come  to  the  third,  the  main  charge  against  the  Prussian 
census  by  the  low  figures  for  the  bilinguals  in  Posen 
and  West  Prussia.  In  Posen  only  11  796  (=  0.56%)  biling- 
uals were  counted  in  1910;  in  West  Prussia  19 192  (=  1.1 3°/0). 
The  fact,  that  the  number  of  bilinguals  is  in  West  Prussia 
greater  than  in  Posen,  is  easily  explained  by  a  less  pro- 
nounced opposition  between  the  nationalities  in  West  Prussia; 
the  greater  the  opposition,  the  more  every  individual  will 
be  forced  to  state  clearly  his  position.  For  the  same  rear- 
son,  the  numbers  of  bilinguals  in  Upper  Silesia  and  East 
Prussia  are  again  much  greater  than  in  West  Prussia.  Frej- 
lich  terms  the  total  figures  for  bilinguals  in  the  Prussian 
East  (approximately  140000)  a  "philological  and  statistical 
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monstrosity".  But  he  evidently  overlooked  the  fact  that  the 
bilingual  is,  in  regions  where  different  languages  are  spoken^ 
a  very  frequent  occurrence,  and  that  there  are  many  persons 
who  speak,  from  their  childhood  onwards,  two  or  •  as 
frequently  happens  in  Lithuania  also  three  languages 
equally  well,  and  that  these  people  are  simjply  unable  to 
say  which,  is  their  mothertongue.  Hence,  the  figures  for 
the  bilinguals  in  Prussia  are  not  at  all  unnatural,  and  all 
the  less  so,  since  in  accordance  with  the  actual  situation, 
they  are  highest  in  those  regions  where  (as  in  Upper  Silesia 
and  East  Prussia)  national  opposition  is  least  pronounced, 
and  where  consequently  the  boundaries  between  the  Ger- 
man, Polish,  and  Masurian  elements  are  fluctuating  most. 
Finally,  Frejlich  asserts  that  those  Poles  who,  at  the  census, 
had  declared  to  be  master  of  the  German  language,  had 
also  been  added  to  the  number  of  bilinguals.  This  assertion 
is  palpably  erroneous,  for  also  Bernhard  states  expressively 
that  the  additional  question  put  to  the  Polish  monolinguals 
in  1910  ("whether  they  were  master  of  the  German  language") 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  bilingualism.  This  can 
best  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  census  of  1910  has 
resulted  in  entirely  different  figures  for  the  bilinguals  and 
for  those  whose  answer  to  the  additional  question  was  in 
the  affirmative,  as  shown  by  the  following  table. 


West 
Prussia 

Posen 

Upper 
Silesia 

Persons  with  German  and 
Polish  inothertongues  > 

19192 

11796 

88798 

Persons  with  Polish  mother- 
tongue,  but  with  mastery 
of  the  German  tongue  .  . 

306  714 

586688 

'    766363 
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If,  therefore,  it  were  intended  to  swell,  by  means  of  that 
additional  question,  the  number  of  bilinguals,  the  Prussian 
statistics  could  furnish  quite  different  figures  for  the 
bilinguals ! 

Where  to  put  the  bilinguals?  The  Poles  want  to  count 
them  all  to  their  own.  This  will  not  do,  for,  in  the  first 
place,  the  bilinguals  are  not  all  of  Polish  descent;  judging 
by  the  family  name,  about  70%  of  bilinguals  are  of  Polish 
extraction.  But,  in  the  second  place,  these  bilinguals  do 
not  wish  to  be  reckoned  as  Poles.  If,  in  spite  of  the  great 
Polish  agitation  only  to  enter  the  Polish  as  mothertongue, 
a  man  yet  declares  both  Polish  and  German  as  mother- 
tongues,  he  thereby  manifests,  from  whatever  motives  this 
may  be,  that  he  considers  himself  as  much  a  German  as 
a  Pole.  The  bilinguals  are  to  a  great  extent  in  a  process, 
of  germanization:  the  backward  Polish  elements  accept 
German  culture  with  the  advancing  social  progress.  This 
process  is  still  progressing  rapidly,  particularly  in  Upper 
Silesia  where  it  is  but  little  retarded  by  the  fight  between 
the  nationalities.  This  again  tends  to  explain  the  fact  that 
the  number  of  bilinguals  is  there  much  higher  than  in  Posen 
and  West  Prussia.  Consequently,  as  these  bilinguals  have 
disengaged  themselves  from  the  Polish  element  and  are 
about  to  merge  in  the  German  element,  one  would  be  quite 
justified  to  count  them  to  the  number  of  Germans.  In 
order  to  be  quite  objective  and  to  avoid  any  shifting  of 
figures  to  the  advantage  of  the  Germans,  the  bilinguals 
have  in  the  following  been  equally  divided  between  the 
Germans  and  the  Poles.  — 

The  Polish  statisticians  mostly  refer  to  the  Prussian 
"school-statistics"  of  1911  in  the  endeavour  to  prove  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  1910  census.  They  say  that,  according 
to  the  "school-statistics",  70%  of  the  school-children  in  the 
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province  of  Posen  are  Polish,  and  from  this  they  follow 
that  not  61%— as  given  by  the  census— but  70%  of  the 
population  is  Polish.  In  numerous  articles,  the  figures  of 
the  Prussian  'school-statistics"  are  used  on  the  part  of  the 
Poles  to  prove  a  higher  proportion  of  the  Polish  element 
among  the  population.  It  is,  however,  entirely  misleading 
in  this  way  to  generalize  the  figures  given  by  the  "school- 
statistics".  In  the  first  place,  the  Prussian  numerations  in 
question  (of  May  24.  1911)  are  not  "school-statistics"  but 
statistics  of  the  elementary  schools.  This  makes  a  vast 
difference,  since  the  Poles,  as  shall  be  shown  later  on, 
constitute  almost  entirely  the  lower  classes  of  the  mixtilingual 
districts,  and  since  therefore  the  percentage  of  their  children 
in  the  elementary  schools  alone  is  accordingly  higher  than 
in  all  schools  taken  together.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
German  children  in  Posen  constitute  78%  of  the  school 
boys  and  girls  in  the  higher  schools;  and  it  would  be 
equally  wrong  to  generalize  and  to  say  that  78%  of  the 
population  is  German.  There  is  a  further  point  to  be  con- 
sidered, namely  that  on  an  average  the  Poles  have  more 
children  than  the  Germans  and  that  consequently  the  Polish 
.children  are  at  the  younger  ages  more  strongly  reprebented 
than  the  German.  In  1905,  children  at  the  age  of  6—14 
years  constituted  18.6%  of  the  German  population,  but 
21.7°/o  of  the  Polish.  Statistics  taking  into  account  these 
age  limits  will  therefore  always  be  for  about  3  %  more 
favourable  for  the  Poles  than  the  figures  comprising  the 
whole  of  the  population.  This  is  being  admitted  even  by 
Polish  statisticians,  as  for  inst.  by  Prof.  v.  Romer  who,  in 
his  "Statistisches  Jahrbuch  Polens",  Krakau  1917,  page  23, 
points  out  that,  for  the  reason  mentioned  above,  the  per- 
centage Of  Polish  school-children  is  about  3  %  higher.  If 
then  it  is  desired  to  apply  these  figures  of  the  children  of 
elementary  schools  to  the  total  population,  it  is  necessary 
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first  of  all  to  deduct  these  3  %.  Considering  further,  that 
the  numeration  of  1911  did  not  comprise  all  schools  but 
only  the  elementary  ones,  the  difference  between  the  results 
of  the  census  (being  61  %  Poles  for  the  Province  of  Posen) 
and  the  statistics  for  the  elementary  schools  (putting  the 
polish  school-children  at  70%)  will  be  considerably  reduced. 
On  the  whole  the  two  numerations  lead  to  rather  the  same 
results;  and  the  statistics  of  the  elementary  schools  thus 
confirm  the  accuracy  of  the  census  of  1910.  The  figures 
given  below  can  therefore  be  claimed  to  give  the  accurate 
numerical  strength  of  the  two  nationalities  in  Posen  and 
West  Prussia. 


LL 

A  general  review  of  the  figures  for  the  German 
and  Polish  populations. 


According  to  the  census  of  1910,  the  population  of  the 
provinces  of  Posen  and  West  Prussia  included: 
1  904663  Germans  and  1  861  942  Poles. 

Thus,  in  these  two  provinces  which  are  claimed 
by  the  Poles,  the  Germans  are  in  the  majority  by  about 
43000  and  make  up  50.57  %  of  the  total  population.  Of  the 
four  government  districts  of  which  the  two  provinces  are  com- 
posed, the  district  of  Danzig  is  overwhelmingly  German 
with  only  27.62%  Poles  and  Cassubians  to  the  72.10% 
Germans.  Also  in  the  government  district  of  Marienwerder, 
the  German  element  is  with  its  59.55  %  in  undoubted  ma- 
jority over  the  40.33  %  Poles.  In  the  government  district 
of  Bromberg,  the  two  elements  are  counterbalanced,  but  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  German  element  is  slightly  in  excess 
(50.00%  Germans  against  49.91  %  Poles).  Solely  in  the 
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government  district   of  Posen,    the   Polish    element   is  the 

stronger,  for  it  reaches  67.64 %  of  the  total  population;  the 

German  element  with  its  32.23  %  constitutes  even  in  this 
district  practically  one  third  of  the  population. 

The  principal  settlements  of  the  two   nationalities. 

The  above  general  review  shows  that  the  German 
element  is  not  only  strongly  represented  in  the  two  pro- 
vinces, but  that  in  three  of  the  four  goverment  districts  it 
is  numerically  superior  or  at  least  equal  to  the  Polish  ele- 
ment. In  accordance  with  historic  developments,  the 
Germans  have  their  seat  above  all  in  the  river  valleys  of 
the  lower  Warthe,  Netze,  and  Vistula;  the  territory  round 
the  mouth  of  the  Vistula  is  purely  German;  further  all  the 
territory  adjoining  Silesia,  Brandenburg  und  Pomerania  is 
German.  A  bridge  of  predominantly  German  districts 
runs  along  the  Netze  and  through  the  valley  of  the  Vistula 
from  the  Brandenburg- Pomeranian  boundaries  up  to  East 
Prussia;  this  bridge  is  formed  by  the  districts  of  Deutsch- 
Krone,  Filehne,  Czarnikau,  Kolmar,  Wirsitz,  Flatow,  Brom- 
berg  (with  the  district  of  Thorn,  adjoining  in  the  East), 
Schwetz,  Graudenz,  Marienwerder,  Stuhm,  and  Rosenberg. 
In  all  of  these  districts,  the  Germans  hold  the  majority,  for 
the  most  part  a  very  considerable  one.  The  details  are  to 
be  seen  from  the  adjoining  map.  In  any  case,  this  bridge 
is  incomparably  stronger  than  the  Polish  bridge  'which  is 
construed  by  a  Polish  scientific  compilation  "Polen"  (Bern 
1918,  page  80)  between  the  city  of  Lemberg  and  tne  block 
of  Polish  speaking  territories  in  West  Galicia,  for  in  the 
Polish  bridge  there  is,  beside  Lemberg,  not  one  district 
with  over  50  %  Poles  and  only  3  districts  (among  6)  with 
between  41.4%  and  43.8%. 

The  Polish  element  in  Prussia  has  its  seat  mainly  in 
the  southern  parts  of  the  Province  of  Posen.  From  the 
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Polish  frontier,  between  Kempen  and  Strelno,  the  chiefly 
Polish  districts  extend  in  an  always  narrowing  wedge  up 
to  Gratz  and  Samter.  This  main  territory  of  the  Poles  is 
separated  by  the  aforesaid  German  bridge  from  the  so- 
called  Cassubia  which  extends  from  the  Tuchel  heath  to 
the  Cassubian  plateau  and  reaches  the  sea  in  the  districts 
of  Putzig  and  Neustadt.  This  territory  constitutes  a  Polish 
island  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  overwhelmingly  German 
districts.  An  ethnographic  connection  between  the 
Poles  and  the  sea  does  consequently  not  exist.  As 
has  been  stated  above,  the  valley  of  the  Vistula  is,  parti- 
cularly from  Thorn  to  Dirschau,  almost  entirely  German, 
and  the  delta  of  the  Vistula  is  purely  German;  of  all  the 
districts  adjoining  the  Vistula  (apart  from  the  district  of 
Hohensalza  which  adjoins  the  Vistula  only  for  a  short 
distance)  only  the  district  of  Kulm  shows  a  small  Polish 
majority.  A  third  predominantly  Polish  territory  is  the  south- 
eastern corner  of  the  province  of  West  Prussia  (the  districts 
of  Strasburg  and  LQbau),  which  is  separated  from  the  other 
two  main  territories  of  Polish  settlement  by  the  valley  of 
the  Vistula  and  the  German  bridge. 

Complexity  of  Nationalities. 
Although  it  is  possible  to  delineate  in  this  manner  the 
principal  territories  of  -colonization  for  the  two  nationalities, 
they  overlap  each  other  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  draw  a  boundary  line  which  would  separate 
the  two  nationalities  with  some  degree  of  justice.  In  the 
individual  districts,  the  complexity  of  the  two  nationalities 
is  equally  as  great.  Purely  German  districts  can  be  se- 
parated out;  in  no  less  than  nine  districts  the  German 
element  amounts  to  more  than  90  °/r  of  the  population 
(Marienburg,  Danzig  town,  Danzig  Niederung,  Elbing  town, 
Elbing  country,  Rosenberg,  Deutsch-Krone,  Schneidemiihl, 
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Schwerin  on  the  Warthe).  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  no 
purely  Polish  districts  (with  more  than  90  %)  in  either  of 
the  two  provinces;  everywhere  the  German  element  a- 
mounts  to  at  least  10%.  Among  the  72  districts  of  both 
provinces  there  are: 

28  districts  with  over  50  °/0  Germans 

13        ,  „      40-50% 

7  „  „       30-40% 

8  „  „       20-30% 
16                    „       10-20% 

Of  the  last-named,  14  are  situated  in  the  government 
district  of  Posen  and  two  in  the  government  district  of 
Bromberg.  There  are  no  districts  with  this  low  percentage  of 
German  population  in  the  province  of  West  Prussia.  For 
further  particulars  we  refer  to  the  adjoining  map. 

This  compilation  shows  that  even  the  predominantly 
Polish  districts  are  strongly  permeated  with  a  German  po- 
pulation; and  in  these  districts  the  Germans  are  con- 
siderably more  numerous  than  the  Poles  are  in  the 
predominantly  German  districts.  In  the  districts  with 
more  than  50  %  Poles,  there  are  living  altogether  no  less 
than  670000  Germans,  whereas  only  364000  Poles  are 
living  in  the  districts  with  more  than  50  %  Germans.  If 
therefore  the  predominantly  Polish  districts  were  to  be 
added  to  Poland  almost  twice  as  many  Germans  would 
come  under  Polish  sovereignty  as  Poles  would,  in  the 
other  case,  remain  under  German  sovereignty.  This  would 
clearly  not  be  just, 

How  inseparably  the  two  nationalities  are  mingled  can 
clearly  be  seen  from  the  following:  only  in  32  of  the  72 
districts  in  the  two  provinces,  is  one  of  the  nationalities  re- 
presented by  a  3/4  majority,  the  Poles  in  18,  the  Germans 


27 


in  14  districts.  In  the  other  40  districts,  in  which  neither 
nationality  has  a  qualified  majority,  the  percentages  most 
naturally  vary  in  each  case;  but  on  the  whole,  the  two 
nationalities  hold  each  other  the  balance  in  all  of  these 
districts.  In  these  40  districts  namely  live  2215006  German 
or  Polish  speaking  inhabitants,  i.  e.  about  60%  °* 
tire  German  or  Polish  speaking  inhabitants  of  the  two 
provinces.  Of  these  2215006  inhabitants,  1037286  speak 
German  and  1  117720  Polish.  With  other  words;  the  bulk 
of  the  districts  -  -  including  at  the  same  time  the  majority 
of  the  population  -  -  shows  no  qualified  majority  for  either 
nationality,  but  there  live  almost  as  many  Germans 
as  do  Poles! 

If  a  just  demarcation  of  nationalities  is  generally  im- 
practicable, it  is  an  absolute  impossibility  in  these  40  di- 
stricts. It  would  not  be  practicable  even,  if  the  Germans 
and  Poles  lived  in  separated  communities;  for  predominantly 
German  and  predominantly  Polish  communities  are,  in  most 
of  the  districts,  strewn  about  in  the  worst  medley.  But 
even  in  the  individual  communities,  the  nationalities  are  in- 
separably mixed  up.  The  district  of  Wirsitz  (Bromberg) 
may  serve  as  example.  Here,  Germans  and  Poles  are 
about  equally  represented,  51.3%  Germans  against  48.6% 
Poles.  This  district  is  made  up  of  185  urban  communities, 
rural  communes,  and  manors.  In  these,  the  Polish  element 
was  represented  as  follows: 

30  with  over  9Qo/0  Poles,  with  a  total  populat.  of  8032  =  11.9o/0  of  total  di- 
strict populat. 
39    „      70-90  „      „         ,-,    .,    „  .,        „  9264  =  13.8o/0    „        „ 

14  „      60-70,,  „  „  „  „  „  „   5152=   7.7,,  „  „ 

27  „      40-60,  „  „  „  „  „  ,,21597  =  32.1,,  „  „ 

11  „      30-40,,  ,  „  „  „  „  „  2504=   3.7,  „  „ 

32  „      10-30,  .,  „  „  „  „  ,,13368  =  19.9,,  „  „ 

32  „  under  10  „  „  „   7302  - 10.9  „  „ 
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Hence  almost  one-third  of  the  total  population  of  the 
district  belongs  to  those  communities  with  40— 60°/0  Poles, 
and  in  which  therefore  the  balance  is  kept  between  the 
German  and  Polish  elements.  A  further  10%  is  living  in 
likewise  strongly  mixed  communities  with  60—70%  and 
30—40%  Poles,  and  only  a  scanty  fourth  part  of  the  district 
population  lives  in  communities  which  are  to  be  regarded 
as  either  purely  German  or  purely  Polish. 


III. 
The  German  settlement  is  of  old  standing. 


As  we  have  just  seen,  the  two  provinces  give  a  pic- 
ture of  an  extraordinary  complexity  of  nationalities.  We 
now  ask:  Has  this  large  German  population  which,  territo- 
rially, is  so  intricately  thrown  together  with  the  Poles,  come 
into  the  country  by  means  of  artful  manipulations  on  the 
part  of  the  State  ? 

It  seems  quite  clear  that  a  population  of  2000000  people 
cannot  artificially  be  brought  into  a  country.  The  military 
and  officials  are  numerically  not  of  great  account,  for  in 
1905  there  were  altogether  but  85000  military  and  male 
German  officials  (beside  7000  female)  in  Posen  and  West 
Prussia.  They  correspond  to  a  population  of  scarcely  more 
than  250000  people,  since  all  the  wage-earners  of  over  15 
years  of  age  and  also  the  wholly  unmarried  military  are  in- 
cluded. These  officials  cannot  be  treated  as  a  foreign  body; 
they  are  frequently  intimately  connected  with  the  country 
and  would,  if  against  all  expectations  these  provinces  should 
come  to  Poland,  be  indispensable  to  the  Poles  themselves. 
This  can  best  be  seen  from  statements  made  at  the  meeting 
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of  the  Polish  district-diet  in  Posen,  Dec.  3.— 5.  1918,  to 
the  effect  that  the  body  of  German  officials  should,  for  the 
most  part,  remain  in  the  country. 

A  yet  lesser  influence  was  exerted  on  the  numbers  of 
the  Germans  by  the  activities  of  the  Commission  of  Coloni- 
zation. This  Commission  has,  during  the  time  of  its 
activities  (1885-1914),  created  but  21683  livings  in  the 
whole  of  Posen  and  West  Prussia,  corresponding  approxima- 
tely to  a  population  of  110  to  120  thousand  people.  Of  these 
21683  settlers,  more  than  one  fourth  (5706)  are  natives  of 
Posen  and  West  Prussia,  corre  ponding  to  a  population  of 
about  29000  people.  From  other  parts  ofx  Germany  there- 
fore, only  about  81  to  91  thousand  people  have  been  brought 
into  Posen  and  West  Prussia  by  the  Commission  of  Colo- 
nization. 

The  German  element  in  Posen  and  West  Prussia  there- 
fore consists  neither  of  military  and  officials,  nor  of  settlers 
to  any  great  extent;  it  is  not  a  production  of  art  of  the  last 
decade,  but  an  old  -  established  population.  History 
says  so;  but  it  can  also  be  demonstrated  statistically.  The 
first  census  of  nationalities  for  Prussia  took  place  in  1861, 
i.  e.  a  year  in  which  politics  with  respect  to  the  Poles  did 
not  yet  exist,  and  in  which  consequently  no  political  in- 
fluence upon  the  population  could  have  been  exerted.  At 
that  time  739000  Germans  (52.26%)  lived  in  the  province 
of  Posen  and  791000  (67.58%)  in  West  Prussia;  whereas 
in  1910  there  were  812618  (387 o/0)  Germans  in  Posen  and 
1 107539  (65.1%)  in  West  Prussia.  In  1861  therefore,  com- 
paratively  more  Germans  lived  in  the  two  provinces  than 
in  1910.  The  German  element  can  thus  be  termed  an  old- 
established  une  for  these  two  provinces.  From  the  fact 
that  since  1861  the  German  element  has  diminished  in  the 
two  provinces,  it  might  be  followed  that  the  Polish  element 
were  in  a  state  of  irrepressible  progression,  that  the  present 
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complexity    of    the   two   nationalities    were   but   a   passing 
stage  and  the  total  Polonization  but  a  question  of  time.  On 
close  examination  this  conclusion  will  prove  incorrect.  The 
rates  for  Germans  and  Poles  per  total  population  were: 
In  the  province  of  West  Prussia: 


Government 
Danzig 

districts    of 
Marienwerder 

Province  of  West 
Prussia 

Germans 

Poles  and 
Cassubians 

Germans 

Poles  and 
Cassubians 

Germans 

Poles   and 
Cassubians 

1861 

75.80 

24.70 

62.51 

37.49          67.58 

32.42 

1890 
1900 

72.08 
72.13 

27.82 
27.73 

60.96 
59.69 

38.99 
40.25 

65.53 
65.08 

34.40 
34.91 

1905 

72.44 

27.43 

59.37 

40.55 

65.02 

34.88 

1910           72.10 

27.62 

59.55 

•    40.33 

65.02 

34.78 

In  the  province  of  Posen: 


Government    districts    of 

Province  of  Poseii 

Bromberg 

Posen 

Germans  |     Poles 

Germans 

Poles 

Germans 

Poles 

1861 

75.30          24.70 

41.02 

58.96 

52.26 

47.72 

1890 

49.84 

50.11 

34.23 

65.68 

39.80 

60'.13 

1900 

48.66 

50.30 

32.41 

67.5? 

38.34 

61.70 

1905 

49.23 

50.69 

32.36          67.54 

38.70 

61.61 

1910 

50.00 

49.91 

32.23 

67.64 

38.70 

61.08 

.  The  figures  show  that  the  diminution  of  the  German 
element  mainly  falls  in  the  period  1861  — 1890.  Apart  from 
the  government  district  of  Bromberg,  this  diminution  has 
nowhere  been  very  marked,  particularly  not  in  West  Prussia. 
At  that  time,  the  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  Germany  —also 
among  the  Germans  in  the  eastern  provinces— was  very 
high,  and  the  cause  for  the  diminution  can  consequently 
be  explained  only  by  the  exeedingly  great  emigration  of 
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Germans  from  those  eastern  provinces  to  the  western  in- 
dustrial districts,  to  Berlin,  and  to  the  United  States  of 
North  America;  and  this  again  can  be  explained  with  the 
Germans'  higher  level  of  culture  and  the  higher  de- 
mands they  make  on  life.  The  greater  increase  in 
the  number  of  Poles  in  the  province  of  Posen,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  government  district  of  Bromberg,  for  the 
same  period,  can  only  be  explained  by  a  strong  immigration v 
of  Poles  from  Russia.  Consequent  to  the  German  emigration 
and  the  simultaneous  intensification  of  agriculture  on  the 
German  estates  and  farm-steads,  the  Poles  found  favourable 
conditions  of  life.  It  can  therefore  be  justly  claimed  that 
the  Poles  owe  their  increase  in  these  districts  to  the  eco- 
nomic ability  of  the  Germans.  Since  1890,  the  diminution 
of  the  German  element  is  but  very  slight;  and  the  Poles 
have  but  little  increased:  in  West  Prussia  from  34,40  %  to 
34.78%  and  in  Posen  from  60.13%  to  61.08%.  The  re- 
lative strength  of  the  two  nationalities  has  thus  remained 
stationary.  The  cause  of  it  is,  that  in  the  course  of  time 
also  a  Polish  emigration  took  place.  Unfortunately,  the 
emigration  of  the  nationalities  from  East  to  West  has,  as 
far  as  we  are  aware,  not  been  laid  down  statistically. 
Anyhow,  the  Rhenish-Westphalian  industrial  district  included 
not  less  than  119000  Germans  born  in  Posen  or  West- 
Prussia  and  (among  the  local  Polish  population  of  247000) 
129000  Poles  born  also  in  Posen  or  West-Prussia.  The 
Polish  emigration  has  therefore  exceeded  the  German  to 
some  little  extent.  It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  dimin- 
ution in  the  German  element  and  the  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  Polish  element  fall  in  the  sixties  and  seventies 
of  last  century,  and  that  since  that  time  the  increase  of  the 
Poles  had  been  retarded,  or  the  movement  was  even  retro- 
grade. This  is  corroborated  by  some  figures  given  by  the 
Polish  geographer  and  statistician  von  Romer,  in  his  aSta- 
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tistisches  jahrbuch  Polens",  Krakau  1917,  table  43.  Accor- 
ding to  him,  the  number  of  Poles  in  the  government  districts 
of  Posen  and  Bromberg  had  in  the  period  1867  —  1890 
diminished  for  1  %  and  2  %,  and  they  had  increased  only 
by  1.9%  and  3.2%  in  the  government  districts  of  Danzig 
and  Marienwerder.  At  any  rate,  it  is  the  economic 
changes,  as  emigration  and  immigration,  which  influence 
the  relative  proportion  of  the  nationalities  and  render  their 
future  progress  absolutely  incalculable.  The  higher  birth- 
rate among  the  Poles  is  partly  counterbalanced  by  a  higher 
infant-mortality;  the  surplus  of  births  can  by  itself  not 
become  of  any  great  political  influence  in  the  near  future. 
Considering  the  economic  conditions  which  will  most 
probably  obtain  in  Germany  after  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
industry  and  the  great  cities  will  be  more  than  over- 
stocked with  workers;  and*it  is  for  this  reason  not  improbable 
that  the  emigration  from  the  German  East  will  cease  and 
that  a  backward  movement  from  the  West  to  the  eastern 
rural  districts  will  set  in.  This  will  most  likely  add  further 
to  the  strength  of  the  German  element  in  those  eastern 
provinces.  On  the  whole,  Posen  and  West  Prussia  have 
always  been  bilingual  countries;  the  numerical  proportion 
has  fluctuated,  now  to  the  advantage  of  the  Germans,  now 
to  that  of  the  Poles;  but  to  all  appearances  this  proportion 
will  not  be  greatly  changed  in  the  future. 


IV. 

The  German  population  and  the  Reichstag 
elections  of  1912. 


This  large  German  population,  having  lived  for  so  long 
in  intimate  contact  with  the  Poles  in  the  disputed  provinces, 
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still  feels  thoroughly  German  and  wishes  to  belong  to  Ger- 
many. This  is  borne  out  by  the  Reichstag  elections  of  1912, 
for  which  votes  were  given  by  all  male  inhabitants  of  25  years 
of  age  and  over,  and  in  accordance  with  the  secret  uni- 
versal suffrage  (a  vote  for  every  man  of  over  25  years  of 
age).  The  results  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Government-  No.  of  en-  No.  of  German  (Commoner  Polish 

district.  franchised.  and  socialdemocrat)  votes.  votes. 

Bromberg  146061                              68704  50855 

Posen  252382                              82506  119224 

It  will  be  seen  that  considerably  less  Polish  votes  have 
been  given  than  should  have  been  expected  from  the  figures 
for  the  population.  In  the  administrative  district  of  Bromberg, 
where  the  two  nationalities  are  about  equal  in  number,  there 
were  almost  18  000  Polisfe  votes  less  than  German  votes. 
The  reason  for  this  is  not  so  much  to  be  seen  in  "electiona! 
misuse"  or  in  the  "dependence  of  a  certain  fraction  of  the 
Polish  people  on  the  Prussian  landowner"  as  stated  in  the 
aforesaid  compilation  "Polen"  (page  67).  The  polish  author 
himself  does  not  appear  to  believe  that  the  number  of  such 
cases  is  worth  mentioning,  because  the  antagonism  between 
the  nationalities  in  Posen  has  taken  far  too  much  hold  of 
every  individual.  The  explanation  for  the  comparatively  small 
numbers  of  Polish  votes  is  given  by  the  fact  that  the  two 
nationalities  are  so  differently  represented  in  the  various  age- 
limits,  as  shown  by  the  following  table  of  rates  per  1000 
of  the  total  Prussian  population  of  1909. 


age  limits         Germans 

Poles 

Poles  4-  - 

15  years        352.1 

407.5 

-f  55.4 

15  to   80     „            643.0 

586.8 

-  56.2 

over     80      „                 4,9 

5.7 

'  +    0.8 

total  1000.0  1000.0 

Engl. 
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In  1905,  the  number  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
Reichstag  was  in  the  province  of  Posen:  162706  Germans 
(=  429  °/oo  of  the  Germans)  and  218032  Poles  (=  383  %t 
of  the  Poles).  The  Poles  are,  on  account  of  their  higher 
birth-rates,  more  strongly  represented  in  the  youngest  groups 
than  the  Germans;  but  owing  to  the  higher  death-rate  among 
their  children  and  owing  to  emigration  they  are,  in  the  age- 
limit  of  15  to  80,  not  so  strongly  represented  as  the  Ger- 
mans; and  this  chiefly  explains  the  comparatively  low  figures 
for  the  Polish  votes.  On  an  average,  the  ratio  of  those 
entitled  to  vote  is  1  : 5  per  total  population.  With  the  Poles 
it  is  a  little  less  (say  1  :  5.5),  with  the  Germans  a  little  more 
(say.  1  : 4.9)  This  estimate,  being  the  average  taken  from 
a  number  of  German  and  of  strongly  Polish  districts,  is  shown 
to  be  nearly  accurate:  the  number  of  the  enfranchised  which 
ought  to  be  there,  is  calculated  from  the  total  German 
and  Polish  populations  and  by  the  aid  of  the  above  ratios. 
The  results  will  be: 

for  the    government  district  of  Posen :  enfranchised  Germans     87  200 

i  Poles         163  600 


total  250  800 

actual  number  of  enfranchised  for  1912  252382 

for  the  government  district  of  Bromberg:  enfranchised  Germans  77  400 

Poles  68  900 


total    146300 
actual  number  of  enfranchised  for  1912  146081 

Hence,  the  82506  German  votes,  given  in  1912  in  the 
government  district  of  Posen,  correspond  to  a  population  of 
about  404  000  people,  and  the  68  702  German  votes  in  the 
government  district  of  Bromberg  to  about  337000  people. 
According  to  the  census  of  1910  there  were  427000  Germans 
in  the  government  district  of  Posen  and  379  000  Germans  in 
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the  government  district  of  Bromberg.  As  the  differences 
can  be  explained  through  abstention  from  voting,  the  figures 
for  the  Reichstag  elections  confirm  the  results  of  the  1910 
census;  and  they  are  valuable  even  for  this  reason.  The 
figures  further  show  that  the  bulk  of  the  German  element 
in  the  provinces  feels  quite  German.  The  abstention  from 
voting  does  not  indicate  in  any  way  a  non-German  way  of 
thinking;  in  the  government  district  of  Bromberg,  for  instance, 
this  abstention  was  most  marked  in  the  loyal  German 
electorial  district  of  Kolmar-Czarnikau-Filehne,  and  within 
this  district  again  in  the  purely  German  town  of  Schneide- 
miihl,  where  comparatively  the  smallest  number  of  votes  was 
given  in  the  whole  of  the  province.  Likewise,  in  a  series 
of  strongly  Polish  districts  (for  instance  Schroda  and  Kempen) 
the  participation  in  the  voting  was  below  80%:  certainty  of 
possession  has  always  a  lulling  effect. 


The    German    Element   and   the    German 
Catholics. 

The  results  of  the  Reichstag  elections  are  valuable 
also  in  other  respects,  for  they  show  that  the  vast  majority 
of  the  German  catholics  in  the  province  have  given  German 
votes.  The  German  catholics  are  not  recognized  as 
"Germans"  and  not  counted  as  such  by  the  Poles.  In  the 
scientific  compilation  "Polen",  which  has  been  quoted  before, 
we  read  on  page  65:  "On  the  whole,  all  the  catholics  of 
Posen  are  Polish  and  all  the  protestants  are  German, 
although  there  are  also  protestant  Poles  (mainly  in  the 
districts  of  Adelnau  and  Kempen)  and  catholic  Germans 
(e.  g.  in  the  district  of  Fraustadt).  However,  these 
exceptions  counter-balance  each  other  approxim- 
ately1'. Subsequently,  "Polish"  and  "Catholic"  are  always 
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put  on  a  par  in  this  compilation.  This  equalization  is 
entirely  unjustified  and  misleading;  and  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  such  a  sentence  could  find  its  way  into  a 
scientific  publication.  In  the  whole  province  of  Posen,  the 
number  of  protestant  Poles  (who,  by  the  way,  have  for  the 
most  part  not  a  Polish,  but  a  German  way  of  thinking) 
was  in  1910  but  9333,  against  140851  catholic  Germans; 
and  in  West  Prussia  there  were  but  1533  protestant  Poles, 
as  against  281 430  catholic  Germans.  The  catholic  Germans  of 
Posen  do  not  by  any  means  live  only  in  the  district  of  Fraustadt, 
as  stated  in  the  Polish  publication;  the  district  of  Meseritz 
has  14000,  Schwerin  on  the  Warthe  11000,  Lissa  10000, 
Fraustadt  9000  etc.;  furthermore,  in  the  government  district 
of  Bromberg,  the  district  of  Kolmar  has  17000  and  Czar- 
nikau7400;  in  West  Prussia  they  are  to  be  found  particul- 
arly in  the  districts  of  Deutsch-Krone,  Danzig  (urban  and 
country  districts),  Schlochau,;  Konitz,  Flatow,  Stuhm  etc. 
Just  these  German  catholics  are  an  old-established  element 
there;  the  communities  may  frequently  be  traced  back  to 
the  Middle  Ages;  and  the  Reichstag  elections  show  that  in 
their  case  we  have  really  to  deal  with  German  people.  As 
we  have  seen  before,  the  results  of  the  last  Reichstag 
elections  corresponded  to  a  population  of  404000  Germans; 
in  1910,  however,  only  335000  German  protestants  and 
Jews  were  present.  Thus,  the  90000  catholic  Germans 
must  have  stepped  in.  Also  in  Bromberg,  the  numbers  of 
the  German  protestants  and  Jews  (together  327000)  do  not 
equal  the  number  of  Germans  resulting  from  the  Reichstag 
elections  (337000);  also  here  the  German  catholics  have 
aided  the  other  Germans.  This  is  not  so  much  in  evidence 
in  the  government  district  of  Bromberg  (taken  as  a  whole) 
as  it  is  in  Posen,  because  of  the  50000  German  catholics 
almost  one-half  (24COO)  belongs  to  the  districts  of  Kolmar  and 
Czarnikau  and  because  there  was,  in  these  districts,  a 
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comparatively  weak  participation  in  the  voting,  as  has  been 
stated  above.  The  several  districts  show  the  same  facts.  It 
is  but  natural  that,  under  the  political  conditions  of  1912 
and  with  the  old  relationship  between  the  central-party  and 
the  Poles,  the  German  catholics  should  occasionally  give 
their  vote  to  the  Polish  nominee.  The  great  majority  of 
German  catholics,  however,  has  in  the  last  years  joined 
hands  with  the  Germans.  The  Polonization  of  German 
catholics  which  (as  shown  by  the  case  of  the  ,,Bambergera) 
had  once  taken  place  on  a  large  scale,  is  now  but  of  rare 
occurrence.  This  fact  has  lately  been  confirmed  at  the 
session  of  the  German  catholics  in  Posen  (Dec.  11.  1918), 
where  the  president  of  the  Association,  canon  Klinke  of 
Posen,  made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  German  idea 
had  been  carried  through  among  the  German  catholics.  In 
a  resolution,  taken  by  the  meeting,  the  ,,maintenance  of  the 
integrity  of  the  realm1'  was  demanded. 

Summing  up,  we  can  say  that:  the  German  populations 
of  the  provinces  of  Posen  and  West  Prussia  have  demon- 
strated their  German  element;  they  have  for  a  long  time 
been  resident  in  Posen  and  West  Prussia;  Germans  and 
Poles  are  inseparably  mixed  up;  in  three  government  di- 
stricts (Danzig,  Marienwerder,  and  Bromberg),  the  German 
element  is  either  stronger  than  or  on  a  par  with  the  Polish 
element,  and  a  German  numerical  minority  is  only  to  be 
found  in  the  government  district  of  Posen.  Should  Posen 
and  West  Prussia  be  incorporated  with  Poland,  her  popu- 
lation would  (in  accordance  with  the  status  of  1910)  amount 
to  15.9  million  people  with  2.5  million  Germans  (=  16°/» 
of  total  population).  Whereas  in  1910  the  Poles  constituted 
only  8.8  %  of  the  total  population  of  Prussia.  If,  therefore, 
it  was  unjust  that  these  8.8%  should  live  under  German 
rule,  the  injustice  would  be  twice  as  great  if  the  16%  Germans 
should  have  to  live  under  Polish  rule  in  the  future.  It 
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seems  probable  that  Galicia  shall  also  be  incorporated  with 
Poland;  and  in  this  case  the  Polish  state  would  have  about 
24  million  people  with  33V3%  (8  millions)  Germans,  Jews 
and  Ruthenians  (not  counting  the  900000  Jews  of  Galicia!). 
If  therefore,  the  object  of  the  peace-congress  is  to  create 
states  with  homogeneous  nationalities,  the  creation  of  a 
new  Poland  on  the  above  lines  would  not  bring  the  world 
any  nearer  to  this  end,  we  would  then  be  still  further 
off  from  the  status  desired.  Poland  would  be  a  state  with 
a  heterogeneous  population;  there  would  be  a  huge  German 
and  Ruthenian  irredenta  in  the  West  and  East,  and  it 
would  only  be  the  source  for  fresh  trouble  and  war. 

Posen    and    East    Galicia. 

Is  the  Polish  claim  upon  Posen  and  West  Prussia  now 
justified  at  least  by  numbers?  —  As  has  been  said  before, 
the  Poles  cannot  by  any  means  claim  the  government 
districts  of  Danzig,  Marienwerder,  and  Bromberg.  But  is 
it  the  Poles  who  are  justified  in  claiming  the  government 
district  of  Posen  from  Germany?  Truly,  the  Poles  in  no 
way  confine  themselves  to  the  claim  upon  districts  with 
more  than  50  %  Poles.  They  also  claim  the  Lithuanian 
gouvernements  of  Wilna  and  Grodno  which,  according  to 
the  Poles,  had  in  1909  a  Polish  population  of  only  47% 
{Wilna)  and  25.3  %  (Grodno).  In  East  Galicia  the  position 
is  more  striking  still.  It  is  the  conviction  of  every  Pple 
that  East  Galicia  is  Polish  territory,  and  that  it  must  remain 
Polish.  In  1910,  however,  only  38.8%  of  the  population 
of  East  Galicia  spoke  the  Polish  colloquial  language  and 
58.9  %  spoke  Ruthem'an  (as  stated  by  the  Polish  publication 
*Polen",  pages  78,  and  85  et  seq.).  Moreover,  in  1910 
not  less  than  12.4%  of  the  population  of  East  Galicia  be- 
longed to  the  Mosaic  faith;  and  these  12.4%  Jews  have, 
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no  doubt  been  counted  almost  exclusively  as  Poles,  since 
the  Yiddish  jargon  is  not  specified  in  the  Austrian  statistics. 
It  is  quite  certain,  however,  that  the  majority  of  these  Jews 
does  not  hold  with  the  Poles;  like  all  Jews  of  the  East, 
they  believe  in  being  a  separate  nationality,  and  they  are  in 
strongest  antagonism  to  the  Poles.  Also  in  Warsaw,  the 
number  of  the  so-called  assimilants  is  infinitesimal.  Hence, 
the  great  mass  of  these  Jews  ought  to  be  deducted  from 
the  number  of  the  Poles,  so  that  the  number  of  Poles  in 
East  Galicia  would  not  exceed  30%  of  the  total  population. 
In  the  government  district  of  Posen,  the  Germans  con- 
stituted 32.2%  of  the  total  population  for  the  same  year. 
These  32.2%  include  but  1.2%  Jews  all  of  whom  feel 
quite  German  and  do  certainly  not  wish  to  belong  to 
Poland.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Germans  are  as 
strongly  represented  in  Posen  as  the  Poles  are  in  East 
Galicia.  The  Germans  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  the 
administrative  district  of  Posen  just  as  well  as  the 
Poles  make  pretentions  to  East  Galicia.  In  the  entire 
province  of  Posen  (the  Polish  „  Grand  -duchy  of  Posen"), 
the  Germans  are  almost  exactly  as  strong  in  number  as  the 
people  with  Polish  colloquial  language  are  in  East  Galicia. 
The  figures  for  1910  were:  38.4%  Germans  in  Posen,  and 
39.8%  people  with  Polish  colloquial  language  in  East 
Galicia.  Consequently,  the  percentage  of  Germans  for  the 
whole  of  the  province  of  Posen  is  considerably  higher  than 
that  of  the  real  Poles  for  East  Galicia.  Besides,  the 
Germans  of  Posen  hold  considerably  more  landed  property 
than  the  East-Galician  Poles,  as  will  be  seen  later  on. 


CHAPTER  II. 

The  German  element  and  landed 
property. 


The  Polish  claims  upon  Lithuania  and  East  Galicia  are 
substantiated  by  the  statement  that  the  landed  property  of 
those  territories  were  mainly  in  the  hands  of  Poles,  for 
neither  in  Lithuania  nor  in  East  Galicia  they  constitute  a 
majority  fcmong  the  population.  To  their  mind,  therefore, 
the  landed  property  is  of  decisive  moment.  The  Poles 
claim  that  at  least  one  half  of  the  soil  of  Poscn  be  in  their 
hands;  in  the  Polish  compilation  "Polen"  (p.  522)  it  is 
stated  that  "of  all  the  private  property,  the  Poles  hold 
1  284  000  ha.  (58.4  %),  whereas  the  Germans  only  hold 
917000  ha.  If  the  property  of  the  State  and  that  of  the 
Commission  of  Colonization  should  be  added  to  the  German 
holdings,  and  the  property  of  the  church  to  the  Polish 
holdings,  we  get  1 402000  ha.  for  the  German  and  1  346000  ha. 
for  the  Polish.  With  other  words:  in  spite  of  the  energies 
of  the  State,  the  Poles  still  hold  one  half  of  all  the  landed 
property  in  the  Grand-duchy  of  Posen."  This  assertion  is 
not  borne  out  by  actual  facts;  on  the  contrary,  the  German 
holdings  in  Posen  (and  ail  the  more  in  West  Prussia)  are 
much  more  extensive  than  the  Polish;  and  this  can  be 
demonstrated  for  the  total  German  holdings  as  well  as  for 
the  private  property  alone. 
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Total  German  property. 


First  we  shall  consider  the  total  German  holdings.  Trre 
sum  total  of  landed  property  for  the  province  of  Posen  was 
in  1914  2743763  ha.;  1610818  ha.  (58.71  °/o)  were  held 
by  the  Germans  and  1132895  by  the  Poles'.  In  West 
Prussia  the  proportion  of  the  German  holdings  to  the  Polish 
is  still  more  favourable;  of  2  420  261  ha.,  the  Germans 
held  1  837  977  ha.  (75.94  %)  and  the  Poles  but  582  284  ha. 
(=  24.06  %)  The  following  table  shows  the  figures  for  the 
four  government  districts: 


government 

total  area 

German 

Polish 

district 

ha. 

ha. 

°/o 

ha. 

°/o 

Marienwerder 

1648287 

1276579 

7745 

371  708 

22.55 

Danzig 

771974 

561  398 

72.72 

210  576 

27.28 

Bromberg 

1  086  346 

714  905 

65.81 

371  441 

34.19 

Posen 

1657417 

89o  963 

54.06 

761  454 

45.94 

It  will  be  seen  that,  in  the  government  district  of  Posen, 
the  predominance  of  the  German  holdings  is  decided  enough; 
whereas  in  the  other  three  government  districts  the  Germans 

hold  as  much  as  2/s  to  3A  of  tne  total  area-    F°r  furtner 
elucidation  the  following  table  is  given: 


German 
holdings  per  100 
of  total  area 

Number  of  districts  in 

government 
district  of 
Posen 

government 
district  of 
Bromberg 

government 
district  of 
Marien- 
werder 

government 
district  of 
Danzig 

total 

75—100  o/0 

5 

3 

9 

5 

22 

50-  75  o/Q 
25—  50  % 

6 
15 

8 

2 

5 
1 

5 

24 

18 

0-  25  % 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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The  fourth  group  (under  25  %)  includes  but  one  dis- 
trict, which  is  Ostrowo  with  but  12.59  %  German  holdings. 
In  18  other  districts  the  German  holdings  amount  to  less 
than  50  %  of  tne  total  area,  and  only  one  of  these  (Lobau) 
belongs  to  West  Prussia.  The  remaining  46  districts  (of  a 
total  of  65)  show  a  predominance  of  the  German  holdings; 
in  22  districts  it  was  as  much  as  75  °/0  and  more,  and 
among  these  were  in  particular  the  districts  along  the  rivers 
Vistula  and  Netze.  In  the  whole  valley  of  the  Vistula 
from  Thorn  to  Danzig,  more  than  75  %  of  the  total 
area  of  the  country  districts  is  in  German  hands; 
there  are  but  two  districts  bordering  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  in  which  the  German  holdings  remain  a  little  below 
the  75  %,  viz.  Hohensalza  with  68.33  °/o  and  Bromberg 
with  74.19  o/o ;  all  the  other  districts  (Thorn,  Kulm,  Graudenz, 
Schwetz,  Marienwerder,  Dirschau,  Marienburg,  Danzig 
H6he,  Danzig  Niederung,  and  Elbing)  have %  over  75% 
German  landed  property.  The  nearer  the  sea,  the  more 
German  the  districts.  In  the  districts  of  Danzig  Niederung 
and  Elbing,  there  are  no  Polish  holdings  at  all,  and  but 
3  18  %  in  Danzig  Hone:  Danzig  town  and  the  districts  in 
the  surroundings  of  Danzig  are  purely  German  both  as  re- 
gards the  population  and  landed  property.  Likewise,  the 
districts  along  the  lower  Netze  include  German  holdings  of 
about  75  °/0  of  the  total  area,  as  Filehne,  Czarnikau,  Kolmar, 
and  also  Wirsitz  (with  68.82  %).  The  German  "bridge'1  ex- 
tending from  Brandenburg  and  Pomerania  towards  East 
Prussia  and  having  a  predominantly  German  population,  is 
entirely  built  up  of  districts  with  more  than  65  %  German 
holdings.  Only  in  three  of  the  districts  of  this  bridge,  the 
German  property  amounts  to  a  little  less  than  75  %  of  the 
district  area,  viz.  Bromberg  and  Wirsitz  (with  a/3)  and  Tuchel 
(with  65.96  %).  In  this  bridge,  therefore,  the  German 
element  takes  a  leading  position  both  with  respect  to  popul- 
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ation  and  particularly  to  the  landed  property.  It  is  not  by 
a  mere  accident  that  the  German  holdings  are  so  extensive 
in  all  the  districts  along  the  Vistula  and  the  Netze;  it  has 
been  stated  before  that,  during  the  Middle  Ages  and  after- 
wards, the  German  colonists  advanced  preferably  along  the 
river  valleys.  These  colonists  were  not  established  there 
through  any  kind  of  government  action;  by  their  own  hard 
work  and  through  economic  and  cultural  improvements  they 
have  conquered  the  swampy  low-lands  along  these  rivers 
and  made  them  into  rich  and  intensely  cultivated  ground. 


The  German  private  property. 


If  one  separates  the  German  private  property  from  the 
total  German  holdings,  as  the  Poles  have  done,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  proportions  are  not  vitally  changed.  It  is? 
however,  necessary  to  know  exactly  what  is  private  property 
and  what  is  not.  The  Poles  are  inclined  to  separate  from 
the  German  private  property  all  the  acquisitions  made  by 
the  Commission  of  Colonization,  even  those  already  given 
to  the  settlers.  This  is,  of  course,  quite  out  of  the  question, 
because  every  piece  of  land,  colonized  by  the  Commission, 
has  become  the  sole  private  property  of  the  settler.  The  sett- 
lers have  aquired  this  property  in  the  form  of  the  customary 
German  "Rentengut",  i.  e.  they  pay  the  purchase  money  in 
the  from  of  a  yearly  rent  to  be  redeemed  gradually.  In 
every  other  respect  they  are  the  sole  proprietors;  they  can 
even  sell  their  property  (exept  to  Poles),  etc.  —  As  regards 
the  land  which  has  not  yet  been  handed  over  to  the 
settlers,  it  is  not  possible  to  put  even  this  on  a  par 
with  the  other  property  of  the  State  and  to  separate  it 
from  the  private  property.  The  Commission  of  Colon- 
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ization  have  bought  the  land  mainly  from  Germans 
and  seek  to  bring  it  back  into  German  private  hands;  the 
land  is  only  temporarily  in  the  hands  of  the  State,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  surveyed,  ameliorated  and  parcelled  out.  The 
land  may  well  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  State  at  the  time 
of  the  levy,  but  its  origin  and  express  destination  show 
clearly  that  it  can  be  reckoned  only  to  the  German  private 
property.  Hence,  the  property  of  the  State  is  made  up  of 
State-forests  and  domains  only.  It  may  be  noted  here  that  the 
extent  of  the  property  of  the  Commission  of  Colonization  has 
frequently  been  much  overrated.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  Commission's  activities  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  world-war 
(1886  —  1913),  the  Commission  of  Colonization  have  purchased 
in  the  whole  of  Posen  and  West  Prussia  not  more  than 
438  560  ha.  in  estates  and  small  holdings,  i.  e.  only  8.5% 
of  the  total  rural  landed  property  in  both  provinces. 
Of  these  438560  ha.  the  Commission  obtained: 

313657    ha.    (56S    estates    and    337    small    holdings)  =  71.5°/0    from 

German  owners. 

124  903      „      (210         „  „       257      „  )  =  28.6jy0   from 

Polish  owners. 

Thus,  the  Commission  of  Colonization  obtained  3/4 
of  thetotal  amount  of  their  purchases  from  German 
owners,  and  but  a  little  more  than  y4  from  Polish  owners. 
More  than  one  half  of  the  purchases  from  Polish  owners 
(i.  e.  66016  ha.)  are  dating  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Commission's  activities  (1886—1894),  as  stated  in  the  Polish 
compilation  "Polen",  p.  517.  In  later  years,  the  Commission 
have  to  an  increasing  extent  been  confined  to  purchases  from 
German  owners.  —  The  property  of  the  State  is  composed 
of  State-forests  and  domains,  as  has  been  stated  before. 
In  1914,  the  State-forests  covered:  253887  ha.  in^  Posen 
and  438717  ha.  in  West  Prussia,  whereas  the  d*omains 
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amounted  to  but  46023  ha.  in  Posen  and  68282  ha.  in 
West  Prussia;  so  that  the  total  State  -  property  was: 
300000  ha.  for  Posen  and  507000  ha.  for  West  Prussia. 
In  the  following,  the*  property  of  corporations,  e.  g.  of 
the  church,  has  been  added  to  the  private  property 
of  each  nationality.  By  doing  so,  we  get:  1310958  ha. 
German  private  property  in  Posen  (1  132895  ha.  Polish)  and 
1  330  977  ha.  in  West  Prussia  (582  284  ha.  Polish).  In  other 
words,  the  total  landed  property  in  the  provinces  of  Posen 
and  West  Prussia  is  split  up  in: 


Private 

Property 

German 

Polish 

for   Posen 

47  8  o/n 

41.3  o/n 

10  9  o/n 

for  West  Prussia       .     . 

55.0  o/0 

24.1  % 

20.9  o/0 

Of  all    the    private    property,    the  Germans  held:    in  Posen 
53.7%  and  in  West  Prussia  as  much  as  69.6%. 

The  German  predominance  over  the  Poles  is  particularly 
apparent  in  the  districts  of  the  Netze  area  (forming  the 
bridge  from  Filehne  to  Thorn).  The  following  table  will 
demonstrate  this. 


district 

private  propert 
German 

>y  (p.  total  area) 
Polish 

Filehne              ...               .     . 

65.69o/0 
61.670/0 
55.93o/0 
54.270/0 
48.HO/o 
36.840/0 
43.830/0 

12.730/0 
14.790/0 
17.330/0 
31.180/0 
41.93o/0 
25.81o/0 
31.68o/0 

Czarnikan     

Wirsitz     

Hohensalza  

A  few  words  on   the  position    as  regards   landed  pro- 
perty in  Lithuania  and  East  Galicia,   will    show   the   exact 
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value  of  the  above  figures.    It  has  been  stated    before  that 
the  Polish  claim  upon  these  territories   is  above    all    based 
upon  this  landed-property  question.    According  to  the  Polish 
compilation  ("Polen",   p.  506),   the  Poles   held   in    1905  in 
Lithuania   (in  the  so-called  three  Lithuanian  gouvernements 
of  Kowno,  Grodno,  Wilna)  not  more  than  42.1%  of  aH  the 
landed  property  not  in  official  hands.    It  must  however  be 
noted  here  that  "the  landed  gentry  and  the  citizen,  who  had 
been  registered    as  Lithuanian  or  White-Ruthenian,   as  well 
as  the  Roman-Catholic  peasant  registered    as  White-Ruthe- 
nian, have  all  been  counted  to   the  Poles''  (1.  c.  page  506). 
The  above  percentage,  therefore,  is  too  high,  for  neither  the 
Lithuanian  nor  the  White-Ruthenian  gentry  and  citizens  can 
possibly  be  added  to  the  number  of  the  Poles    Nevertheless, 
the  42.1  %  shall  be  accepted  as  denoting  the  Polish  holdings 
per  cent,  of  all    private   property   in  Lithuania.    The    same 
Polish  compilation  gives,  on  page  511,  the  following  figures 
for  East  Galicia:    40.3  °/0  of  the    total  area  are  held  by  the 
Poles,  46%  by  the  Ruthenians;    the  Polish  share    per  total 
private  property  minus  "aerarial  property"  amounts  to  43  9% 
Consequently,  neither  in  Lithuania  (42.1%)  nor  in  East  Ga- 
licia (43.9%)  do  the  Poles  hold  the  greater  portion    of  the 
private  property;  the  German  private  property  in  the  "Grand- 
duchy  of  Posen",  on  the  other  hand,  amounts  to  53.7%  of 
all  the   private   property.    And    whilst    the  Polish    element 
only   holds  40.3%  of   the   total    area   in  East  Galicia,   the 
German  landed  property  in  Posen  amounts  to  47  8%  of  the 
total  area.  —  If,  therefore,  the  Polish  claim  upon  Lithuania 
and  East  Galicia   is   mainly   founded    on   the   statistics  for 
landed  property,  the  Germans  can  on  the  same  score,  but 
with  a  much  greater  amount  of  justice,  claim  the    union  of 
the  province  of  Posen  with  the  German  realm. 

Another  point  to  be  noted  is,  that  the  position  held  by 
the  Polish    element   in  East  Galicia   is  founded  upon  large 
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holdings:  they  hold  67.59%  of  the  so-called  "landtaflichen" 
property,  whereas  they  are  scarcely  represented  among  the 
small-holders  (21.9°/0  Polish  holdings  against  72.1  °/o  Ru- 
thenian,  as  stated  in  the  Polish  compilation).  In  Posen,  the 
Polish  element  is  likewise  represented  among  the  holders 
of  large  estates  though  not  much  more  strongly  than  the 
German  element.  One  may,  without  any  appreciable  amount 
of  error,  identify  the  landed  property,  as  represented  by 
the  estates,  with  large  holdings  and  that  of  the  rural  com- 
munes with  peasant  holdings.  There  may  be  cases  in 
which  a  landowner  has,  beside  his  estate,  some  smaller 
allotments  in  one  of  the  adjacent  rural  communes,  but  these, 
cases  would  be  counterbalanced  by  reverse  cases  in  which 
peasant  holdings  are  situated  within  the  boundaries  of  in- 
dependant  manors.  On  the  manors  of  the  government  di- 
strict of  Bromberg,  the  Poles  owned  171  797  ha  (=  33.28%), 
the  Germans  158860  ha  (=  30.77%).  The  corresponding 
figures  for  the  government  district  of  Posen  were:  370461  ha 
(=  40.77%)  the  Poles,  and  352282  ha  (38.77%)  the 
Germans.  Hence,  in  both  these  government  districts  the 
Polish  large  holdings  are  slightly  in  predominance. 

The  peasant  holdings  are  distributed  quite  differently. 
In  the  government  district  of  Bromberg,  320332  ha 
(=  56.1 9o/0)  of  all  the  peasant  holdings  are  owned  by 
Germans,  against  only  183637  ha  (=  32.21%)  owned  by 
Polish  peasants.  The  rest  is  in  the  hands  of  the  exchequer 
and  of  German  or  Polish  corporations.  Particularly  the 
Netze  districts,  between  the  Netze  and  Vistula,  show  a  great 
predominance  of  German  private  property  among  the  pea- 
sant holdings,  e.  g. 

in  Wirsitz      .  .  60.70  o/0  (German)  against  28.87  o/0  (Polish) 

„   Schubin     .  .  59.51  „          „                „        30.46  ,         „ 

„   Hohensalza  .  54.85  „          „             ,  „        30.13  „         „ 

,   Bromberg .  .  54.65  „                          „        31.46  „ 
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This  superiority  of  the  German  peasantry  in  Bromberg  is 
confirmed  by  the  census  of  1910,  according  to  which  the  rural 
communes  included  191  180  Germans  and  178949  Poles;  but 
the  difference  is,  that  the  predominance  of  the  German  ele- 
ment as  to  landed  property   is    much  greater  than  with  re- 
spect to  population.    This  is  explained  by  the  facts  1)  that 
the  German    peasant   owes   on  an  average  more  land  than 
the  Polish  peasant,  and  2)  that  the  numbers  of  German  "in- 
dependents" engaged  in  agriculture  and  settled  in  rural  di- 
stricts (among  whom  mainly   peasants)  are  greater  than  the 
numbers    of  Poles   likewise    engaged.     The   results   of   the 
Bromberg   occupation-census   can  show  this:  in  1905  there 
were  15946  German  agricultural  independents  against  10577 
Polish.    The  Poles  are,  however,  more  strongly  represented 
among   the  agricultural    labourers.  —  The   government   di- 
strict of  Posen  shows  a  somewhat  different  distribution:  the 
Polish  property  in   the  rural  communes  amounts  to  361353 
ha  (=  48.26%)  ancj  the  German  to  315206  ha  (=  42.10%). 
It  will   be   seen   that,   in   spite   of  their  great  inclination  to 
settle  in  rural  districts   (the  rural  communes  of  the  govern- 
ment district  of  Posen  have    a  predominantly  Polish   popu- 
lation), the  Poles   have   but  about  50000  ha  more  peasant 
holdings  than   the  Germans.     Hence,    the    179  241  German 
inhabitants  of  the  rural  communes  in  the  government  district 
of  Posen  possess  nearly  the  same  landed   property  as  the 
448239  Polish!    The  figures  for  all  the  private  landed  pro- 
perty in  the  rural  communes  of  the  Province  of  Posen  are: 
German  635  538  ha  (=  53.8%),  Polish  544990  ha  (=-  46.2%). 
In  other  words:  in  the  Province  of  Posen,  the  German 
peasant    holdings    are    larger    than    the    Polish!    It 
would  be  well  to  compare  the  above  results  with  the  situat- 
ion in  East  Galicia  where  the  Ruthenians  hold  77.1%   and 
the  Poles  but  21.9%  of  the  small  holdings.     It  will  be  seen 
that  the  German  peasant   holdings  in  Posen  are  incompar- 
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ably  more  extensive  than  the  Polish  in  East  Galicia.  It 
must  be  remembered  that,  for  the  national  structure  of  a 
country,  a  predominance  in  the  peasant  holdings  is  more 
weighty  than  one  in  the  large  holdings.  The  land-owner  is 
frequently  absent  from  his  estate;  he  meets  his  requirements 
not  in  the  towns  of  the  Province,  but  rather  in  international 
centres;  he  is  on  the  whole  not  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  Province  as  the  peasant.  On  the  other  side,  the 
peasant  who  is  tilling  the  soil  with  his  own  hand,  will, 
even  to  the  outward  appearance,  impress  himself  upon  the 
country  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  the  land-owner:  he 
is  buying  and  selling  in  the  towns  of  his  district.  The 
greater  purchasing  power  of  the  German  peasant  (in  the 
rural  communes  of  the  government  district  of  Posen,  the 
landed  property  per  head  of  the  population  amounted  to 
0.8  ha  in  the  case  of  the  Poles  and  1.8  ha  for  the  Germans.!) 
reflects  favourably  upon  the  German  industries  and  trade  in 
the  towns.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  as  regards  landed 
property,  the  position  of  the  German  element  in  Posen  is 
considerably  stronger  there  than  that  of  the  Poles  in  East 
Galicia:  The  Germans  hold  the  highest  rate  of  private  pro- 
perty per  total  area  in  Posen,  the  Poles  in  East  Galicia  do 
not;  the  Germans  hold  the  greatest  part  of  all  private 
property,  the  Poles  in  Galicia  do  not;  the  Germans 
hold  a  predominant  position  in  the  peasant  holdings 
whilst  the  Polish  small  holdings  in  East  Galicia  are 
of  no  account;  the  Poles  are  holding  a  majority  only  in 
the  large  estates.  We  quite  agree  with  the  Poles  that 
landed  property  is  an  extremely  weighty  factor  when  the 
future  of  a  country  is  to  be  decided  upon.  But,  the  Poles 
will  have  to  make  to  the  Germans  the  same  concessions 
which  they  claim  for  themselves. 


Engl. 


CHAPTER  III. 

The  German  element  in  the  towns 

i. 

The  German  character  of  the  towns. 


In  the  Polish  compilation  "Rolen",  which  has  been 
quoted  on  several  occasions,  it  is  stated  (on  p.  63)  at  the 
beginning  of  a  statistical  discussion  that  "the  qualitative 
importance  of  the  several  nationalities  is,  in  no  wise  always, 
in  proportion  with  the  numerical".  This  sentence  merits 
full  approval;  it  is  particularly  applicable  to  industry  and 
trade,  where  it  is  not  the  mere  numbers  of  the  workers  but, 
to  a  far  greater  extent,  their  economical  position  and  ability 
which  turn  the  scales. 

Industry,  trade,  and  commerce  have  their  headquarters 
mostly  in  the  town.  In  1905,  the  province  of  Posen  had 
44640  "independents",  managers,  etc.  in  industry  and  trade; 
of  these  only  15338  (a  little  over  l/i)  had  their  residence 
in  the  country.  The  centre  of  the  economic  life  of  the 
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province  therefore  is,  as  far  as  the  various  trades  are 
concerned,  the  town.  -  The  towns  of  Posen  and  West 
Prussia  are  predominantly  German.  The  Polish  compilation 
"Polen"  admits  for  West  Prussia  that  "even  at  the  time  of 
the  Polish  dominion,  the  towns  and  sea  ports  showed  a 
fairly  pronounced  German  character";  but  shortly  afterwards 
it  is  stated  that  "with  the  economic  backwardness  of  the 
Province"  the  towns  were  "not  so  much  the  centres  of  life 
for  the  whole  country  but  rather  an  artificially  grafted  sett- 
lement of  officials"  (pp.  71  &  73).  The  latter  assertion  is 
contrary  to  all  facts.  The  German  character  of  the  towns 
has  been  proved  by  history.  In  all  her  history,  Poland  has 
never  been  known  to  have  produced  her  own  civic  population; 
Germans  and  Jews  have  for  ever  been  the  representatives 
of  urban  life,  and  it  is  but  during  the  last  few  decades  that 
the  middle-classes  have  been  developed  in  Prussian  Poland. 
Particularly  the  West-Prussian  towns  have  always  had  "a 
fairly  high  degree  of  German  character";  some  of  them, 
e.  g.  Danzig,  have  for  ever  been  purely  German.  This  is 
one  of  the  main  results  of  West  Prussia's  long  and  intimate 
connection  with  the  German  element  in  the  past.  In  1910, 
Danzig  had  97%  Germans  (only  2.5 °/o  Poles),  Thorn  67%, 
Graudenz  86%,  Marienwerder  96%;  all  the  more  im- 
portant towns  about  the  Vistula  are  predominantly 
German.  The  populations  of  all  the  towns  taken  together 
show  about  the  same  proportion:  498000  Germans  (83%) 
as  against  but  94000  Poles.  —  Even  in 'the  Province  of 
Posen,  the  position  is  a  similar  one,  although  the  geo- 
graphical position  is  less  favourable  there  for  urban  de- 
velopment, and  although  there  are  no  such  historical  found- 
ations as  were  laid  in  West  Prussia  during  the  times  of  the 
Teutonic  Order.  The  urban  populations  include  369000 
Germans  and  351  000  Poles.  The  German  element  prepond- 
erates particularly  in  the  towns  of  the  government  district 
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of  Bromberg:  158000  Germans  against  105000  Poles.  It 
will  be  seen  that  in  the  government  district  of  Bromberg  the 
German  element  is,  numerically,  at  least  as  strong  as  the 
Polish  element  among  the  total  population;  the  Germans  are 
more  strongly  represented  than  the  Poles  in  urban  and  rural 
communes,  whereas  the  Poles  predominate  on  the  manors. 
In  the  towns  of  the  government  district  of  Posen,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Poles  are  in  a  majority,  although  the  majority 
is  in  this  case  not  by  any  means  as  pronounced  as  in  the 
open  country  (247000  Poles  against  212000  Germans). 
Among  the  many  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen,  there  are 
only  8  with  more  than  10000  inhabitants.  In  5  of  these  the 
German  element  predominates:  Bromberg  (82%  Germans), 
further,  Schneidemuhl,  Lissa,  Rawitsch  and  Krotoschin  (all 
with  more  than  80%  Germans,  except  Krotoschin.  A  Polish 
majority  is  to  be  met  with  in:  Posen  (57%  Poles),  Ostrowo 
(54o/0),  and  Gnesen  (61%);  it  is  however  much  less  pro- 
nounced than  the  German  majority  in  the  previous  series  of 
towns. 

The  "artificially  grafted  settlement  of  officials"  is  not 
applicable  to  the  towns  of  Posen  either.  If,  indeed,  they 
are  to  be  termed  "artificial",  they  will  be  found  to  be  so 
mostly  with  regard  to  the  "artificial"  royal  and  statutory 
creations  from  the  Polish  time;  the  body  of  officials  is  not 
a  deciding  factor  among  their  populations.  In  the  occup- 
ation statistics,  the  military  and  officials  have  been  entered  as 
a  separate  group  ("Militar-,Hof-,  Staats-,  Kommunal-,  Kirchen- 
dienst  und  freie  Berufe").  This  group  contains  only  35390 
occupied  ("Erwerbstatige")  male  Germans,  beside  3508  Poles, 
for  all  the  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen  in  1905,  although  4/& 
of  the  members  of  this  group  live  in  the  towns.  In  the  same 
year,  1905,  the  number  of  all  occupied  males  of  over  15 
years  of  age  was  for  the  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen: 
121  320  Germans  and  86  222  Poles.  Deducting  from  these 
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figures  the  group  comprising  military  and  officials,  we 
get:  85930  occupied  male  Germans  and  82714.  Poles. 
Hence,  also  with  the  exclusion  of  the  military  and  officials, 
the  working  German  element  is  superior  in  number  to  the 
Polish,  even  in  the  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen.  It  will 
not  be  necessary  to  demonstrate  the  same  for  the  province 
of  West  Prussia:  the  numbers  for  the  workers  in  all  the 
towns  are  (after  deducting  the  military,  officials,  and  "free 
professions")  120000  Germans  and  but  22000  Poles. 


The  German  element  and  the  urban  landed 

property. 


Likewise,  the  German  element  also  predominates  in 
the  urban  landed  property.  Of  29806  dwelling-houses  in 
the  government  district  of  Posen,  16714  (=  56o/0)  are  in 
German  hands;  in  the  government  district  of  Bromberg  as 
much  as  67%  (12697  out  of  18908).  The  Germans  hold 
the  majority  of  dwelling-houses  even  in  those  towns  with  a 
Polish  numerical  majority  out  of  the  population,  viz.  Posen 
town  with  2693  dwelling-houses  of  which  1  619  (=  54,6%) 
belong  to  Germans,  likewise  Ostrowo  and  Gnesen  where 
56o/0  and  51.3%  resp.  are  in  German  possession.  There 
are  but  4  districts  in  the  whole  of  the  province,  where  the 
Poles  own  more  than  75%  of  town  dwelling-houses; 
whereas  in  10  districts  the  Germans  own  75o/0  and  more 
of  the  dwelling-houses. 

The  amount  of  inhabited-house  duty  paid  by  Germans 
and  Poles  is  more  characteristic  still.  In  the  whole  of  the 
government  district  of  Posen,  the  Germans  pay  together 
813883  Mark  (=  61.4%  of  the  total  amount)  inhabited- 
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house  duty;  the  Poles  only  pay  512273  Mark  (=  38.6%); 
in  the  government  district  of  Bromberg,  the  Germans  pay 
77.7%,  the  Poles  22.3%  of  the  total  amount.  Also  in 
Posen  town,  the  amount  of  inhabited-house  duty  paid  by 
the  Germans  is  considerably  higher  than  that  of  the  Poles* 
viz.  460126  Mark  (=  60%)  against  307903  Mark  (=  40%). 
Even  in  many  of  those  districts,  which  are  predominantly 
Polish  as  regards  number  of  population,  the  greater  portion 
of  the  inhabited-house  duty  is  being  paid  by  Germans, 
e.  g.  in  Obornik  (77.9  %),  Samter  (66.7  %),  Kempen  (66.7  %), 
Krotoschin  (66.3%),  Posen  East  (63.8%),  Schmiegel  (61.04%), 
and  Jarotschin  (58.6%);  whilst  in  districts,  such  as  Bomst 
and  Neutomischel  where  the  two  elements  are  about  equally 
strong  as  to  number  of  population,  the  Germans  pay  in 
house  duty  as  much  as  82.1%  and  73.5%  respectively. 
Above  75%  of  all  the  inhabited -house  duty  of  the  district 
is  being  paid  by  the  Germans  in  not  less  than  12  districts, 
but  not  in  a  single  district  of  the  entire  province  by  the 
Poles.  — 

Even  from  this,  the  "qualitative  importance"  of  the 
German  nationality  can  be  seen  clearly.  A  comparison 
between  the  Polish  share  in  the  number  of  dwelling-houses 
of  the  several  districts  and  the  Polish  share  in  the  house 
duty  will  show  that  the  Polish  share  in  the  house  duty  is 
everywhere  lower  than  ought  to  be  expected  from  their 
share  in  the  number  of  dwelling-houses.  This  will  be  found 
to  be  the  case  in  all  the  districts  of  the  province  of  Posen, 
with  the  exception  of  Ostrowo.  At  times,  the  differences 
are  very  considerable.  In  the  district  of  Krotoschin,  for 
instance,  the  Poles  own  45  %  of  the  dwelling-houses,  but 
they  pay  only  34%  of  the  inhabited  -  house  duty;  in 
Schmiegel  they  have  52  %  of  the  dwelling-houses  and  pay 
but  39%;  in  Jarotschin  they  own  59%  of  the  dwelling- 
houses,  and  of  the  inhabited-house  duty  they  pay  but  41%, 
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etc.  With  the  Germans,  on  the  other  hand,  the  share  in 
the  inhabited-house  duty  is  always  greater  than  the  share 
in  the  number  of  dwelling-houses.  An  explanation  will  be 
found  in  the  following;  the  Poles  constitute  the  lower 
classes  in  the  towns;  they  live  mostly  in  the  remote  and 
cheaper  quarters;  among  the  .upper  middle-classes,  which 
are  mainly  German,  they  are  but  scarcely  represented. 


II. 

The  German  element  in  commerce  and  trade, 
and  in  the  industries. 


The  occupied  urban  population  can  be  divided  with 
respect  to  occupation  mainly  into  two  big  groups:  1.  in- 
dustries; 2.  commerce  and  trade,  including  inn-keepers  and 
publicans.  These  two  big  groups  are  subdivided  with 
respect  to  social  position  into  the  following  three  classes: 

a)  independents,    managing    directors,    etc.     (a -persons); 

b)  technical  and  commercial  staffs  (b-persons);  c)  assistants, 
apprentices,   waiters,   servants,    labourers,    etc.    (c-persons). 
Among  all  male  persons  above  15  years  of  age  and  occupied 
in  the  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen  in   1905,   413   per 
thousand  of  the  Poles  belonged   to    the  above    c-class   of 
both  occupation-groups;    against  290  per   thousand   of  the 
Germans.    Among  the  two  upper  classes,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  were    189   per   thousand   of  the  Poles  and  220  per 
thousand  of  the  Germans.    The  Poles,   therefore,  constitute 
a  comparatively  much  stronger  contingent  among  the  social 
lower  class  in  the  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen  than  the 
Germans  do.  However,  this  class  is  not  exclusively  Polish; 
even  in  the   towns   of   the    province  of  Posen,   the   actual 
numerical  strength  of  the  male  German  and  Polish  occupied 
populations  is,  for  this  social  class  in  the  two  occupation- 
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groups,  about  the  same,  viz.  35  200  Germans  and  35600 
Poles.  But  in  relative  strength  (per  Polish  urban  population) 
the  Poles  held  a  superiority  over  the  Germans  in  this 
social  class. 


The  social  and  economic  superiority  of  the 
urban  German  element. 

The  superior  social  and  economic  position  of  the 
German  civic  population  is  shown  to  greater  advantage  on 
focussing  on  the  two  social  upper  classes.  This  will  be 
hardly  necessary  for  the  occupation-group  "commerce  and 
trade",  for  in  this  group  the  German  element  is  unquestion- 
ably dominant  in  all  the  social  classes:  in  1905  this  occup- 
ation-group for  the  province  of  Posen  included  68.58  °/» 
Germans  and  30.68  %  Poles.  In  the  government  district  of 
Posen,  which  always  shows  the  most  favourable  figures 
for  the  Poles,  61.55  %  of  the  first  social  class  (the  a-persons) 
were  supplied  by  the  Germans  and  37.87  °/o  by  the  Poles; 
the  percentages  for  the  second  class,  the  b-persons,  are 
77.52  %  (Germans)  and  22.05  %  (Poles).  In  the  government 
district  of  Bromberg  and  in  the  province  of  West  Prussia, 
this  German  superiority  was  much  more  marked  in  all  the 
three  social  classes  of  this  occupation-group. 

In  the  occupation-group  "industries",  the  situation  would, 
at  a  first  glance,  appear  to  be  more  favourable  to  the 
Poles.  In  the  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen,  the  social 
and  national  composition  of  this  occupation  group  was  in  1905: 


speaking 
Germans 

speaking 
Polish 

speaking 
German  &Polisk 

number     |       °lt 

number     |       •/, 

number 

Jj 

a-persons  .... 

14436 

49.40 

14542 

49.76 

245 

0.84 

b-persons  .... 

3139 

77.45 

898. 

22.16 

16 

0.39 

c-persons  .... 

27567 

43.81 

34872 

55.42 

487 

0.77 
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As  regards  the  lowest  of  the  three  glasses,  it  has  been 
stated  before  that,  in  the  province  of  Posen,  the  Polish  ele- 
ment predominates  in  that  class.  In  West  Prussia,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  class  is  predominantly  German  even  in  this 
occupation-group,  85.40  °/o  of  its  members  being  of  German 
nationality.  The  second  class  (the  b-persons)  is  predomin- 
antly German  both  in  Posen  and  in  West  Prussia.  This  is 
important,  since  the  first  class  (of  a-persons)  is  being  re- 
cruited from  among  this  class  (of  b-persons). 

Now  to  the  a-persons,  the  class  of  the  independents 
and  the  managers.  In  West  Prussia  in  1905,  83.8  %  of 
this  class  in  the  occupation-group  "industries"  were  German; 
for  Posen  however,  the  figures,  as  given  in  the  above  table, 
appear  to  be  in  contradiction  to  the  statement  that  the  urban 
upper  class  is  predominantly  German.  According  to  the 
above  table,  the  two  nationalities  are  equally  strong  in  this 
class,  which  comprises  both,  the  industrial  contractor 
and  the  small  artisan,  who  cannot  be  counted  with  the  upper 
class  either  socially  or  economically;  hence  the  economic 
and  social  differences  are  greatest  just  in  this  class.  The 
statement  made  in  the  Polish  compilation  "Polen",  that  a 
higher  qualitative  importance  must  be  accorded  to  the  former 
(the  industrial  contractor),  is  fully  endorsed.  The  statistical 
material  permits  of  a  further  examination  as  to  the  compos- 
ition of  the  class  of  independents  (a-persons). 

According  to  the  German  occupation-census  of  1907, 
44375  independent  concerns  (Hauptbetriebe)  existed  in  the 
towns  of  the  province  of  Posen;  of  these,  23421  were  owned 
by  Germans  and  20  797  by  Poles.  Of  the  29  999  independ- 
ent concerns  (Hauptbetriebe)  in  the  West-Prussian  towns, 
24  707  were  German-owned.  These  independent  concerns  are 
divided  into  (1)  one-man  concerns  (Alleinbetriebe),  i.  e.  those 
conducted  by  the  proprietor  alone  and  without  power  install- 
ation, and  (2)  larger  concerns  ("Mitinhaber-,  Gehilfen-  und 
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Motorenbetriebe").  This  second  category  is  of  greater  eco- 
nomic importance;  the  "Alleinbetriebe"  are  the  smallest 
concerns,  including  even  the  botcher.  Of  those  44375  in- 
dependent concerns  in  Posen,  20  115  were  "Alleinbetriebe", 
of  which  10572  Polish  and  9480  German  (the  remainder 
was  distributed  among  those  speaking  two  languages  and 
others).  Of  these  smallest  concerns,  therefore,  the  Polish 
element  owns  slightly  more  than  the  Germans;  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  clothing  line  which  is  very  prevalent  in  this 
province,  the  number  of  Poles  among  the  small  artisans  is 
greater  than  that  of  the  Germans.  Not  even  this  superiority 
of  the  Poles  can  be  found  in  the  government  district  of 
Bromberg,  not  to  mention  West  Prussia  where  there  are 
1 1  076  German  "Alleinbetriebe"  against  2  358  Polish. 

The  second  group  of  the  independent  concerns,  the 
"Mitinhaber-,  Gehilfen-  und  Motorenbetriebe",  is  of  much 
greater  importance;  and  here  the  situation  is  quite  different. 
The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  proprietors  of  such 
concerns  in  the  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen: 

Germans 8744  53.66  o/n 

Poles 7506  46.06% 

speaking  German  and  Polish        45  0.28  % 

total  16296  100.00  P/o 

Germans.     ......      5197  62.51% 

Poles 2719  34.27% 

speaking  German  and  Polish 17  0.22  % 

totaT7lJ33  100. 00  °/0 

Germans 13941      57.54  °/0 

Poles 10225      42.20% 

speaking  German  and  Polish        62        0.26  % 


Government  district 
of  Posen 


Government  district 
of  bromherg 


Province  of  Posen 


total  24  228     100.00  % 

Everywhere  a  pronounced  superiority  of  the  German 
element  can  be  observed.  This  superiority  in  the  concerns 
of  greatest  economic  importance  will  be  still  more  apparent, 
if  these  concerns  are  classified  according  to  magnitude.  The 
following  table  will  show  this: 
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numerical 

size  of  the  concern  (no. 
of  persons  employed, 
including  the  proprietor) 

ISo.  of  proprietors  of  inde- 
pendent concerns  (not  coun- 
ting the  "Alleinbetriebe") 

speaking 

superiority  of 
German  pro- 
prietors over 
the  Polish 

speaking 
Grerman 

speaking 
Polish 

German 
and  Polish 

No. 

»/0 

1.*       1            person 

190 

183 

1 

+     1 

+    1.88 

rt 
<t> 

2.         2            persons 

3434 

3533 

24 

-  99 

1.42 

3.        3 

2017 

2013 

12 

4-    4 

+    0.10 

fS 

4.        4-6 

1337 

1000 

5 

+337 

+  14.12 

.2 

5.         6—10 

948 

477 

3 

+471 

+  33.05 

en 

6.       11—20 

387 

166 

— 

4-221 

+  39.96 

8 

7.      21-50 

262 

95 

— 

+167 

4-46.78 

o 

8.      51—100 

119 

24 

— 

+  95 

+  66.43 

O 

9.     101-500 

47 

13 

— 

+  34 

+  56.67 

10.     over  500         „ 

3 

2 

— 

-h    1 

+  22.00 

total       8  744            7  506 

45      +-1*38    +   7.62 

fee 

1.*       1           person 

34 

35 

._ 

1 

-    1.45 

J 

2.        2           persons 

2047 

i291 

8 

+756 

+  22.65 

F*-« 

a 

3.        3 

1228 

758 

7 

+470 

+  23.67 

1 

4.        4-5 

756 

375 

2 

+381 

4-  33.69 

MH 

5.        6-10 

605 

197 

— 

4-408 

+  50.87 

"o' 

2 

6.      11-20 

264 

33 

— 

+231 

+  77.78 

.22 

7.      21—50 

163 

17 

— 

4-146 

4-  81.11 

8 

8.      51-100 

49 

8 

— 

4-  41 

+  71.93 

o 

9.     101-500 

48 

3 

—     . 

+  45 

+  88.24 

0 

10.     over  500        „ 

3 

2 

— 

+     1 

+  20.08 

total 

5197 

U  719             17 

+2748  +  31.30 

1.*      1           person 

244 

218 

1 

4-    6 

+    1.36 

2.        2           persons 

5481 

4824 

— 

4-657 

+    6.38 

a 

3.        3 

3245 

2771 

— 

+474 

+    7.88 

DM 

4-         4-5 

2093 

1375 

7 

+-718 

+  20.70 

0) 

5.        6-10 

1553 

674 

3 

+  879  +  39.47 

o 
d 

6.      11-20 

651 

199 

— 

-j-452 

+  53.18 

I 

7.      21-  50 

425 

112 

— 

+  313 

+  58.29 

E 

8.      51-100        „ 

168 

32 

— 

+  136 

+  68.00 

9.     101-500 

95 

16 

— 

4-  79 

+  71.17 

10.     over  500 

6 

4 

— 

4-    2  +20.00 

total     13  941         10  2&  62        +3716  -f  15.38 

*)  Only  those  independent  concerns,  having  power  installation, 
can  have  been  counted  in  this  class. 


60 


In  the  smaller  concerns  the  Poles  are  comparatively 
well  represented;  the  larger  the  concern,  however,  the 
greater  the  German  predominance.  Only  in  the  largest  con- 
cerns (with  over  500  employees),  of  which  there  are  only 
10  in  the  whole  of  the  province,  the  figures  are  again  more 
favourable  to  the  Poles;  otherwise  the  percentages  indicating 
the  German  superiority,  increase  with  the  growing  size  of 
the  concerns.  The  two  government  districts  show  essent- 
ially the  same  picture.  In  Posen,  the  Polish  superiority  is 
confined  to  size-class  2;  but  even  in  this  case,  the  German 
superiority  becomes  more  pronounced  in  accordance  with 
the  increasing  size  of  the  concerns.  In  West  Prussia,  the 
numerical  superiority  of  the  German  proprietors  of  the  larger 
concerns  (Mitinhaber-,  Gehilfen-  und  Motorenbetriebe) 
amounts  to  at  least  63%  m  aH  the  size-classes;  in  the  last 
size  class  there  are  no  Polish  proprietors  at  all. 


III. 
Financial  capacity  of  the  German  element. 


It  has  just  been  demonstrated  that  the  economic  and 
social,  i.  e.  the  "qualitative"  importance  of  the  German 
middle  classes  .is  very  much  greater  than  that  of  the  Polish. 
Accordingly,  the  financial  capacity  of  the  German  element 
is  also  incomparably  greater,  not  only  in  the  towns  but  also 
in  the  country.  This  is  borne  out  particularly  by  the  tax 
payments.  In  connection  with  the  above  we  shall  first 
consider  the  trading-tax.  In  the  whole  government  district 
of  Posen  (not  only  in  the  towns!)  altogether  12762  persons 
were  assessed  to  the  trading-tax,  among  these  7  603  Ger- 
mans and  5  159  Poles.  This  is  characteristic  enough  for 
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a  government  district  with  a  predominantly  Polish  population. 
But  these  7603  Germans  had  in  1914  to  pay  459254  marks 
(=  75.41  o/0  of  the  total  trading-taxes  to  be  raised);  the 
Poles,  however,  only  paid  149  793  marks  (=  24.59%).  The 
economical  power  of  the  German  element  will  be  more 
prominent  still,  if  the  amounts  of  trading-tax  to  be  paid  by 
the  two  nationalities  are  further  detailed  and  arranged  ac- 
cording to  classes*),  as  in  the  case  of  the  industrial  con- 
cerns. This  is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  persons  in 
the  government  district  of  Posen  assessed  to  the  trading-tax: 


Germans 

Poles 

class 

o    ® 

tax  to  be 

•g  | 

tax  to  be 

6    o> 

% 

raised 

6  8 

% 

raised 

^H      00 
CD 

marks    |     o/0 

*  8 

marks 

°/o 

I 

112 

91.80 

175  029 

93.24 

10 

8.20 

12680 

6.67 

II 

130 

86.09 

39057 

85.99 

2L 

13.91 

6362 

14.01 

III 

1902 

69.88 

154  856 

70.73 

820 

30.12 

64088 

29.27 

IV 

5449 

55.89 

90312 

57.53 

4308 

44.11 

66663 

42.47 

From  the  above  table  the  same  facts  can  be  seen  as 
from  the  figures  for  the  occupation-census  of  1907;  even 
in  the  government  district  of  Posen,  the  German  superiority 
is  most  extraordinarily  marked  in  the  first  three  classes,  but 
it  is  also  quite  undeniable  in  the  fourth  class.  It  will  again 
be  seen  that  the  amount  of  tax  paid  by  the  Germans  is  a 
little  higher  than  should  be  expected  from  their  numer- 
ical share  in  their  respective  classes.  -  The  figures  for 
Posen  town  are  most  worthy  of  note: 


*)  class  I:  concerns  with  a  yearly  profit  of  more  than  50000 
marks  or  with  more  than  1000000  marks  funds  and  working  capital; 
class  II:  profit  20000—50000  marks  or  capital  150000—1000000  marks; 
class  III:  profit  4000—20000  marks  or  capital  30000— 150000  marks; 
class  IV:  profit  1500-4000  marks,  capital  3000-30000  marks. 
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Germans 

Po 

1  e  s 

class 

number  of 

amount  of  tax 

number  of 

amount  of  tax 

marks 

marks 

1 

79 

134069 

9 

12060 

XL 

84 

25  977 

15 

4922 

III 

539 

45057 

243 

19204 

IV 

960 

16600 

1062 

16484 

The  table  shows  that  only  in  class  IV  the  number  of 
the  Polish  assessed  is  higher  than  that  of  the  German;  the 
amount  of  taxes  raised,  however,  is  even  in  their  case 
smaller  than  that  raised  among  the  Germans. 

The  above  conclusions  were  drawn  from  the  returns  for 
the  trading-tax  which  cover  but  one  portion  of  the  population. 
From  the  income-tax1)  returns  one  can  appreciate  far 
better  the  economic  and  financial  power  of  the  German 
element.  The  number  of  German  income-tax  payers  in  the 
whole  of  the  government  district  of  Posen  (towns  as  well 
as  country)  was  63  626,  against  61  724  of  the  Polish.  Thus, 
also  for  the  income-tax,  there  are  more  German  than  Polish 
tax-payers  even  in  the  government  district  of  Posen.  These 
63626  German  income-tax  payers  (=  50.76%  of  all  income- 
tax  payers)  paid  5  109421  marks  (=  63.63%  of  total  amount 
of  income-tax  paid);  the  Poles,  on  the  other  hand,  paid  not 
much  more  than  l/2  of  that  amount,  viz.  2  921  024  marks 
(=,  36.37%).  There  was  not  a  single  district  in  the  whole 
of  the  government  district  of  Posen,  in  which  the  Germans 
paid  less  than  33%  of  the  total  amount  of  income-tax;  and 
there  were  only  8  districts  in  which  their  share  was  less 
than  50%.  The  Poles,  however,  paid  less  than  50%  of 


incomes  of  less  than  900  marks  are  free  from  taxation. 
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the  income-tax  in  20  districts,  -and  less  than  33%  in  10 
districts.  Also  in  predominantly  Polish  districts,  such  as 
Pleschen,  Wreschen,  Gratz,  Koschmin  etc.,  the  German 
share  in  the  income-tax  was  greater  than  the  Polish.  This 
state  of  affairs  is  accounted  for  by  the  aforesaid  superiority 
of  the  German  civic  population,  and  secondly  by  the  more 
extensive  landed  property  of  the  German  peasant;  lastly  also 
the  German  landowner  has,  on  an  average,  a  greater  in- 
come than  the  Polish,  as  shown  by  the  numeration  of  1902, 
Among  the  owners  of  landed  property  with  750  marks 
land-tax  and  more,  the  Germans  had  an  average  income  of 
9679  marks,  and  the  Poles  one  of  8894  marks.  In  the  case 
of  companies  ("juristische  Personen"),  the  position  was  still 
less  favourable  for  the  Poles:  112  German  companies  paid 
677535  marks  (=86.07  %),  and  76  Polish  only  paid  109667 
marks  (=  13.93%)  income-tax.  In  the  government  district 
of  Bromberg,  the  German  share  in  the  amount  of  income- 
tax  is  still  greater  than  in  Posen:  there  were  54210  German 
tax-payers  ("physical"  and  "juristical"),  paying  3918359 
marks  (=80.65%)  against  but  19641  Polish,  paying 
940087  marks  (=  19.35%).  Regarding  the  several  districts 
of  the  government  district  of  Bromberg,  it  is  enough  to  say 
that  the  German  share  in  the  income-tax  amounted  in  no 
case  to  less  than  60%,  in  7  out  of  15  districts  it' was  more 
than  80%. 

For  supplementary  taxation1),  28086  Poles  and 
27309  Germans  were  assessed  in  the  government  district 
of  Posen;  this  is  probably  explained  by  the  predominance 
of  the  Polish  assessed  in  the  lowest  taxation-class  (6000— 

*)  the  supplementary  tax  is  a  property-tax  (Vermogenssteuer). 
Properties  of  below  6000  marks  are  free  from  taxation,  and  pro- 
perties of  below  20  000  marks  are  free,  as  long  as  the  total  chargeable 
income  of  the  assessed  does  not  exceed  900  marks  or  1200  marks 
respectively. 
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20000  marks).  But  the  amount  of  tax  paid  by  the  Poles 
was  only  484  540  marks  (=39. 14%),  whereas  the  Germans 
paid  753447  marks  (=  60.86%).  Only  in  4  districts  did 
the  Germans  pay  less  than  1/3  of  the  total  of  this  tax  (the 
Poles  in  11  districts);  whereas  in  17  districts,  the  Germans 
paid  more  than  one  half  (the  Poles  only  in  10  districts).  - 
In  the  government  district  of  Bromberg,  23222  Germans 
(=  71.13%)  were  assessed  to  this  tax  and  but  9424  Poles 
(=  28.87%);  the  payments  of  the  Germans  amounted  to 
457699  marks  (=  72.42%)  and  those  of  the  Poles  to 
174345  marks  (=  27.58%).  In  no  district  did  the  Germans 
pay  less  than  one  third  of  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  raised, 
and  only  in  two  they  paid  less  than  one  half;  whereas  in 
7  districts,  less  than  1/3  of  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  raised 
was  being  paid  by  the  Poles! 


IV. 
Cultural  superiority  of  the  German  element 


This  social  and  economical  superiority  of  the  German 
element  in  the  towns,  and  its  greater  financial  power  in  the 
whole  of  the  country,  give  ample  proof  of  its  cultural  supe- 
riority. It  is  rather  important  to  emphasize  this  considerable 
superiority,  because  the  Poles  mention  in  justification  of  their 
claims  upon  East  Galicia  and  Lithuania  not  only  their  posi- 
tion as  to  landed  property  but,  above  all,  that  they  are  the 
bearers  of  all  culture  in  those  territories.  Statistically,  it  is 
difficult  to  demonstrate  the  cultural  superiority  of  the  German 
element  over  the  Polish.  But  it  is  hardly  necessary  thus 
to  demonstrate  it;  for,  all  that  can  be  said  of  the  German 
and  Polish  peoples,  is  also  valid  for  the  two  nationalities  in 
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Posen.  In  a  Polish  publication  (v.  Romer  "Statistisches  Jahr- 
buch  Polens",  table  76)  it  is  stated  that  the  yearly  number 
of  books  published  in  the  German  empire  per  100000  in- 
habitants is  44,  and  that  but  14  Polish  books  are  published 
annually  per  100000  Polish  inhabitants;  it  is  further  stated  by 
the  same  statistician  (table  71)  that  only  6270  Polish  books 
have  appeared  in  Posen  during  the  whole  of  the  time  between 
1794  and  1913,  and  that  even  in  the  years  1909-1913  not 
more  than  453  Polish  books  had  gone  to  the  printers  (against 
5  446  in  Warsaw  and  4818  in  Krakau  for  the  same  4  years). 
These  Polish  statements  confirm  that  the  Polish  element  of 
Posen  is  not  only  behind  the  German  element,  but  that  it  is 
also  inferior,  in  intellectual  productivity,  to  the  Russian  and 
Galician  Polish  elements.  Hence,  the  "Polish  Bceotia",  as 
the  Prussian  share  of  Poland  is  called  even  by  the  Poles. 
The  intellectuality  among  the  Poles  of  Posen  is  indeed  not  very 
great.  The  centre  of  intellectual  life  is  to  be  found  in  the 
*  Society  of  Friends  of  Science"  ("Gesellschaft  der  Freunde 
der  Wissenschaften")  and  their  collections  (working  with  very 
limited  means  only);  perhaps  the  small  Polish  Theater  in  Posen 
and  the  Raczynski  Library  might  also  be  mentioned  in  this 
connection,  although  the  latter  is  in  German  hands.  There 
is  no  evidence  whatever  in  the  province  of  an  intellectual 
life  on  the  part  of  the  Poles:  the  Polish  news-papers 
of  the  Prussian  share  of  the  conntry  are  almost  exclusively 
made  to  suit  the  broadest  masses;  at  best,  the  Dziennik 
Poznanski  and  lately  also  the  Kurjer  Poznanski  might  answer 
somewhat  higher  demands.  The  German  element,  on  the 
other  hand,  participates  fully  in  the  intellectual  life  of  its 
people;  it  has  a  strong  support  in  a  community  which,  in 
art^  science  and  culture,  is  standing  far  above  the  Polish; 
and  the  higher  social  position,  the  greater  means  at  its  disposal, 
enable  the  German  element  to  lay  the  foundations  for  a  higher 
education  ('Bildung')  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  this  is  the 
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case  with  the  Poles.  It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connect- 
ion that  of  13  084  scholars  at  the  secondary  schools  in  the 
province  of  Posen,  10210  (=  78  o/0)  are  German  and  2874 
(=  22  °/o)  are  Polish.  The  educational  institutions  of  the 
Prussian  State  have,  of  course,  been  of  advantage  also  to 
the  Prussian  Poles.  This  will  be  clearly  understood  if  one 
considers  that,  according  to  Polish  statements  (v.  Romer,  1.  c., 
tables  4  and  53),  there  are  5054  elementary  schools  to  the 
12.1  million  inhabitants  of  Congress-Poland  (=  1  elementary 
school  to  2  394  inhabitants),  and  5  842  elementary  schools 
to  the  8  million  inhabitants  of  Galicia  (=  1  to  1  368),  but 
6018  elementary  schools  to  the  3.7  million  inhabitants  of  Posen 
and  West  Prussia  (=  1  elementary  school  to  616  inhabitants). 
In  consequence,  the  numbers  of  analphabets  per  thousand  of 
the  population  for  the  above  territories  are  (according  to  the 
same  Polish  source):  Congress-Poland  590,  Galicia  408,  and 
Posen  &  West  Prussia  only  5.  These  figures  show,  how  much 
more  the  Poles  have  been  furthered  culturally  by  the  Prussian 
administration  than  the  Galician  Poles  by  their  own  admi- 
nistration. On  the  other  hand,  the  Polish  population  of  Prussia 
does  in  no  way  reach  the  cultural  standard  of  the  Germans; 
this  can  be  seen  from  the  following  (1913)  rates  for  those 
unable  to  sign  their  marriage  certificates: 


per  1000  of  marriage  contractors 

men 

women 

Posen 
West  Prussia 
whole  Empire 

9.9 
10.3 
1.9 

14.4 
16.7 
3.2 

Thus,  the  priority  of  the  German  element  has  been  de- 
monstrated as  regards:  landed  property  in  the  towns;  com- 
merce and  trade;  the  industries,  with  the  more  important 
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concerns  in  particular;  and  the  greater  financial^ capability; 
to  which  must  now  be  added  the  cultural  superiority.    All 
this  is  of  particular  weight  in  the  decision  on  the  fate  of  a 
territory  in  which  the  various  nationalities  are  so  inseparably 
intermingled  as   in  Posen  and  West  Prussia.    If  the  popul-  . 
ation    of  that  territory  is  composed  of  as  many  Germans  as 
Poles,  and  in  a  manner  that  the  two  nationalities  can  geograph- 
ically   not    be  separated   from  each  other,   it  is  but  natural 
that    all    these  facts  should  be  taken  into  account.    This  is 
above  all  desired  by  the  Poles,  for,  otherwise  they  could  not 
emphasize  so  strongly  their  position  as  to   landed    property 
and  their  cultural  superiority  in  East  Galicia  and  Lithuania^ 
If  however,  in  accordance  with  the  Polish  desire,    not   only 
the  mere  numbers  of  population  are  taken  into  account,  but 
also  the  social,  economical,  and  cultural  standard  of  the  po- 
pulation,  the   scales   will    be  turned  decidedly  in  favour  of 
the  German  element  in  Posen  and  West  Prussia.    Hence,  no 
injustice  will  be  done  to  the  Poles;  since,  in  three  out  of  the 
four  government  districts,  the  German  element  predominates 
even  as  to  mere  numbers  of  population,  and  since,   also  in 
the  fourth  govern  ment  district  (Posen),  no  more  is  expected 
of  the  Poles  with  their  remaining  under  German  administration 
than    they   themselves    demand    of   the  Ruthenians  ^in  East 
Galicia. 

There  is  one  more  point  to  be  considered:  is  the  an- 
nexation of  Posen  and  West  Prussia  to  Poland  desirable  per- 
haps for  economic  reasons?  Would,  by  this  annexation 
perhaps,  the  Polish  element  in  the  two  provinces  attain  to 
greater  economic  prosperity?  This  might,  of  course,  be  a 
weighty  argument  in  favour  of  the  annexation  of  the  two 
provinces  to  Poland,  in  spite  of  the  question  of  nationality, 
which  cannot  be  decided  in  favour  of  the  Poles.  But,  what 
is  the  economic  position? 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  economic  position. 

,  i. 

Agricultural  productiveness  and  export. 


The  provinces  of  Posen  and  West  Prussia  are  agricult- 
ural countries.  In  West  Prussia,  one  half  (499  %o)  of  the 
population  lived  on  agriculture  and  allied  industries;  in  Posen 
even  more  than  one  half  (541  °/00).  These  two  provinces 
constitute,  beside  East  Prussia  and  Pomerania,  the  main 
surplus-territory,  in  Germany,  for  bread-corn  (wheat  and  rye), 
potatoes,  and  sugar;  their  share  in  the  total  German  pro- 
duction in  this  produce  is  relatively  greater  than  their  share 
in  the  area  and  population  of  Germany.  The  province  of 
Posen  represents  5.36  %  of  the  total  area  of  Germany,  and 
West  Prussia  4.72  %;  and  of  the  whole  population  of  Germany 
3.23  %  lived^in  Posen,  and  2.62  %  in  West  Prussia.  Both, 
Posen  and  West  Prussia,  therefore  represent  10.08  %  of  the 
total  area  of  Germany,  and  their  populations  amounted  to 
5.85  %  °f  tne  total-  These  rates  should  be  compared  with 
the  figures  for  the  production  of  the  most  important  cereals, 
potatoes,  and  sugar,  as  given  in  the  following  table. 
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Yield  in  i  000  metric  tons,  1913. 


wheat 

rye 

barley 

oats 

potatoes 

sugar 

Germany                   |4  656.0 

12  2-22.3 

3  673.3 

9713.9   54121.1 

16  940.0 

Posen 

187.2 

1  378.0 

310.6 

368.8 

5  632.4 

2  308.0 

West  Prussia 

166.5 

677.0 

196.7 

362.9 

3  346.0 

947.6 

total  for  Posen  and 

j 

West  Prussia 

353.7 

2055.0  j    507.3 

731.7 

8948.4 

3  255.6 

yield  per  100  of  total  production  in  G-ermany 


4.0 

11.3 

8.4 

3.8 

10.4 

13.6 

3.6 

5.5 

5'.4 

3.7 

6.2 

5.6 

7.6 

16.8 

138 

7.5 

16.6 

19.2 

Posen 

West  Prussia 
total  for  Posen  andj 
West  Prussia 


grand  total  for  bread-corn  14.3 

The  comparison  of  the  figures  with  those  for  the  popul- 
ation will  show  the  great  importance  of  Posen  and  West 
Prussia  as  surplus-territory.  This  territory  has  to  feed  only 
5.85 °/0  of  the  total  population  of  the  realm,  but  it  yields  in 
bread -corn  14.3%,  barley  13.8%,  potatoes  16.6%,  and  in 
sugar  19.2%  of  the  total  production.  As  it  happens,  exactly 
those  districts  in  which  the  Poles  constitute  more  than  50% 
of  the  population,  have  a  great  share  in  this  surplus.  The 
following  table  shows  the  yield  of  cereals,  potatoes,  and 
beetroot  for  these  districts. 


yield  in  1000  metric  tons 

area  of 

popul- 
ation 

i   -P 

IS 

trie 

of  the 

!  | 

rye 

1 

o 

pota- 
toes 

beet- 
root 

diS"" 
tricts 

dis- 
tricts 

i  ^ 

^D 

ICOOha) 

(1000) 

31  districts  in  Posen 

162.1 

1  107.7 

256.5 

297.1 

4287.2 

2085.5 

2091 

1422 

11  districts  in  West 

Prussia 

55.9 

303.7 

70.4 

112.6 

1  543.5 

385.0 

1084 

595 

total  for  the  42  pre- 

dominantly   Pol- 

ish districts: 

218.0 

1  411.4 

326.9 

409.7 

5  830.7 

2  470.6 

3175 

2017 
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yield  per  100  of  tot 

.                         o> 

:   ^ 

al  proc 
rye 

uctio 

1 

n.  in 

GO 

Q 

jrermai 

pota- 
toes 

ly 

beet- 
root 

per  100  of 
total  for 
Germany 

31  districts  in  Posen  |  3.5 

9.1 

7^0 

3.1 

7.9 

12.3 

3.9 

2.2 

11  districts  in  West 

Prussia 

1.2 

2.5 

* 

1.1 

2.9 

2.3 

2.0 

0.9 

total  for  the  42  pre- 
dominantly   Polish 
districts: 

grand  total  for 
bread-corn 

4.7 

11.6 

8.9 

4.2 

108 

14.6 

5.9 

3.1 

9.7 

This  table  shows  that  these  districts  yield  as  much  as 
9.7o/o  of  the  total  production  of  Germany  in  bread-corn 
(wheat  and  rye),  and  that  the  population  of  these  districts 
amounted  but  to  3.1o/0  of  the  total  population  of  Germany. 
Hence,  these  districts  have  a  surplus  in  bread-corn  amounting 
to  not  less  than  2/s  of  their  total  yield.  The  surplus  is  still 
greater  with  potatoes  and  beetroot.  The  Posen  districts  play 
the  most  important  part  in  this  production;  the  11  West- 
Prussian  districts  have,  for  the  most  part,  a  light  and  sandy 
soil,  and  suffer  frequently  under  unfavourable  climatic 
conditions. 

In  consequence  of  this  state  of  affairs,  the  export  of 
cereals  from  these  territories  (the  province  of  Posen  in  par- 
ticular) to  Germany  is  exceedingly  large.  These  territories 
are  dependent  on  this  trade  by  reason  of  their  geographical 
position  and  their  trade  routes;  forming  a  narrow  wedge  they 
come  closely  up  to  the  industrial  and  strongly  populated  parts  of 
Central  and  Western  Germany,  forming  the  natural  agrarian  com- 
plement to  those  parts  of  Germany.  The  water-ways  also  lead 
exclusively  towards  the  West  and  connect  these  territories 
with  the  river  Oder.  Thus,  of  all  German  trading- centres, 
these  territories  have  (on  an  average  taken  from  1887—1908) 
exported  the  greatest  amount  (296000  metric  tons)  of  agri- 
cultural products  to  the  other  parts  of  Germany.  In  1913, 
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the  quantities  of  produce  conveyed  from  the  province  of 
Posen  to  the  other  parts  of  Germany  by  rail  alone,  were  as 
follows: 

39041  metric  tons  wheat, 
135832      „  rye, 


92  463 
114632 
241 038 
146  466 
102  607 


oats, 

barley, 

potatoes, 

beet  and  turnips, 


raw  sugar,  etc. 

To  this  must  be  added  the  export  by  water  which,  in 
1908,  amounted  to  more  than  150000  metric  tons  agricultural 
products  and  which  has  increased  since.  The  goods  exported 
from  this  province  to  the  West -Prussian  ports,  comprising 
in  1913  30000  metric  tons  rye  and  22000  metric  tons  wheat, 
have  for  the  most  part  gone  by  sea  to  Western  Germany, 
and  not  to  foreign  countries.  As  regards  barley,  a  Polish 
author  (Wl.  Hedinger,  "Der  Getreidehandel  in  der  Provinz 
Posen",  Posen,  1911,  p.  174)  asserts  that  it  had  mainly  gone 
by  sea  to  the  Rhine  province.  Also  large  quantities  of  seed 
(potatoes  as  well  as  corn)  are  sent  from  Posen  to  Western 
and  Southern  Germany,  as  the  climate  in  Posen  favours  the 
seed  cultivation  more  than  in  other  provinces.  Of  the  1918 
crop,  3.3  to  3.4  million  Zentner  (=  50  kgs)  seed  potatoes 
have  so  far  been  exported  to  the  West,  among  which 
995590  Zentner  special  cultivations  of  the  Posen  Cultivators' 
Association  (Posener  Saatbauverein). 

During  this  war,  it  has  become  quite  evident  that  the 
province  of  Posen  and  the  rest  of  the  German  realm  are 
dependent  upon  each  other.  Of  the  1917  crop,  the  province 
supplied  up  to  Aug.  15.  1918  not  less  than  331  521  metric 
tons  bread-corn,  45719  metric  tons  barley  and  oats,  and 
18141528  Zentner  potatoes  (==  15%  of  the  total  supply  to 
the  German  Empire).  —  The  life  stock  in  the  province  also 
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shows  a  surplus  above  the  average  for  the  population;  but  this 
surplus  is  not  by  any  means  so  great  as  that  in  cereals  etc., 
which  is  but  natural  for  a  corn-exporting  territory.  In  1913, 
for  instance,  the  province  exported  to  the  other  parts  of 
Germany:  pigs  and  farrows  868000,  cattle  130000,  and 
poultry  1300000.  And  in  the  period  from  Sept.  1.  1917 
till  Aug.  31.  1918,  the  province  has  supplied  335340  head 
cattle  (for  calves,  pigs,  and  sheep  the  relative  values  have 
been  given  in  cattle),  i.  e.  7.6 o/0  of  the  total  amount  supplied 
by  Prussia. 


Profits  of  the  Province. 

It  is  a  fact,  that  the  province  of  Posen  has  derived 
immense  financial  advantages  from  the  economic  connection 
with  Prussia.  Figures  cannot  possibly  state  this  case  to  any 
degree  of  accuracy;  but  there  are  some  important  facts 
which  will  help  to  understand  the  situation.  In  the  first 
place,  all  the  gain  is  to  be  recorded  which  has  accrued  to 
the  province  from  the  German  tariff.  A  Pole,  (Hedinger, 
I.  c.,  pp.  142  et  seq.)  has  calculated  that,  alone  from  the 
corn  duty  for  1894-1906,  a  net  profit  of  about  10000000 
marks  annually  had  accrued  to  the  province,  and  that  this 
profit  had  risen  to  over  14000000  marks  annually.  To 
this  must  be  added  the  gain  from  the  export  of  flour, 
amounting  to  6000000  marks,  thus  bringing  the  province's 
total  profit  from  corn  duties  alone  to  about  20  000  000  marks 
annually.  The  above,  however,  are  but  average  numbers, 
a  fact  not  to  be  overlooked  because  of  the  sharp  rise  in 
profits  during  the  last  few  years;  and  furthermore  the  cattle 
and  meat  duties  have  not  been  included  in  the  figures. 
The  following  statement  made  by  the  above  Polish  author 
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is  therefore  quite  accurate,  viz.  "that  the  yearly  profit 
accrueing  to  the  province  of  Posen  from  the  German  corn 
tariff  amounts  to  tens  of  millions."  Yet  another  factor  is 
the  policy  as  to  nationalities.  No  matter,  which  position  is 
taken  as  regards  this  policy,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
hundreds  of  millions  have  flowed  into  the  province  to  the 
advantage  of  the  whole  population  in  the  long  run.  This  is 
not  denied  by  the  Poles;  also  Hedinger  admits  that  the 
province  owes  hundreds  of  millions  to  the  fight  between 
the  nationalities.  These  profits  can  best  be  judged  by  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  land.  According  to  Polish  state- 
ments (Bohdan  v.  Chrzanowski,  "Die  Preisbewegung  land- 
wirtschaftlicher  Outer  in  der  Provinz  Posen,  1895  —  1912", 
Posen,  1914),  the  following  increase  in  the  price  of  Posen 
estates  of  all  land-tax  classes  has  occurred  during  the  years 
1895  to  1912: 


size  of  the 
estates 

s  e  1  1  i  n  g  -  p  r  i  c  e   for    1    ha 

districts  with  mainly 
good  soil 

districts  with  mainly 
sandy  soil 

1895—97 

1910—12 

1895-97 

1910—12 

5—25  ha 

marks 

957 

marks 

2004 

marks 
927 

marks 

1838 

25—50    , 

845 

2061 

732 

1614 

50-200  „ 

857 

1928 

633 

1303 

over  200  „ 

728 

1894 

530 

— 

The  prices  have,  therefore,  risen  to  at  least  twice  the 
amount,  and  in  many  cases  to  much  more  than  that.  The 
prices  paid  by  the  Commission  of  Colonization  show  about 
a  similar  increase:  the  Commission  paid  in  the  province  of 
Posen  624  marks  for  one  hectare  in  1887,  but  1835  marks 
in  1913,  i.e.  almost  three  times  the  amount.  This  great  increase 
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in  the  price  of  land  has  been  due  partly  to  the  intensif- 
ication of  agriculture  and  partly  to  the  tariff  and  to  the 
policy  re  nationalities.  Both,  Germans  and  Poles  have  had 
the  benefit  of  this  great  increase,  which  is  principally  the 
manifestation  of  the  union  of  the  province  with  a  highly- 
developed  cultural  State;  in  Prussia  1910-12,  the  average 
price  for  estates  of  all  size  and  land-tax  classes  was 
1525  marks  per  ha. 


The  economic  status  in  Posen 
and  in  Poland* 


What  would  happen  if  Posen  were  to  be  incorporated 
with  Poland?  -  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  through  the 
disconnection  of  Posen  from  the  German  realm,  the  province 
would  not  only  have  no  gain  at  all,  but  that  it  would  lose 
a  great  deal.  The  province  would  be  linked  together  with 
territories  which,  in  spite  of  some  industrial  centres  of  very 
limited  local  extension,  are  chiefly  agricultural  in  character: 
in  Congress  -  Poland,  57e/o  of  the  population  lived  (1897) 
from  agriculture  and  forestry,  in  Galicia  73%  (in  1910). 
And  withal,  these  territories  are,  economically,  far  behind 
Posen.  According  to  Polish  statements  (v.  Romer,  "Statisti- 
sches  Jahrbuch  Polens",  tables  102  and  105),  the  production 
of  bread-corn  in  Austrian  Poland  amounted  to  164  kgs  per 
head  of  the  population,  in  Congress  -  Poland  to  223  kgs; 
but  in  Posen  it  was  586  kgs.  The  same  author  gives  the 
following  figures,  denoting  the  average  yearly  production 
per  hectare  for  1906—1910: 
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wheat 
in 

rye    J  barley 
"Doppelzentr 

oats 
ler"   (~ 

potatoes 

-  100  t 

beet 
gs) 

Congress-Poland    .... 
Austrian  Poland    .... 

11.3 
11.8 

10.0 
10.3 

10.7 
12.0 

11.4 
10.0 

95.8 
111.5 

151.0 
173.0 

Prussian  Poland    .... 

19.0 

15.6 

169 

16.7 

133.0 

312.0 

It  must  be  noted  here  that  the  soil  in  Prussian  Poland 
is  not  any  better,  but  rather  worse  than  for  instance  in 
Congress- Poland.  Prussian  Poland  has  hardly  any  such 
good  soil  as  is  found  in  the  South-East  of  Congress-Poland 
which  extends  into  the  black-earth  regions.  — 

It  is  but  natural  that  these  territories,  with  a  lower 
standard  of  agriculture  and  civilization,  should  be  able  to 
produce  considerably  cheaper.  —  First  of  all,  the  wages 
are  lower: 

Wages  paid  before  the  war: 


agricultural 

labourers 

in  Germany 
(Polish  season  -  workers) 

in  Poland 

marks 

marks 

with  allowance    . 
for  provisions 
or  full  board  .     . 

(^    male 
1     female 

2.15 
1.60 

1.00-1.49. 
0.65—1.00 

without  allowanc 
for  provisions 
or  board  . 

(male 
female 

3.25 
2  15 

1.30—1.85 
0.85—1  20 

With  the  low  standard  of  education,  and  the  masses  of 
the  rural  proletarians  in  Poland  who  own  but  too  little  or  no 
land  at  all,  there  will,  within  a  measurable  space  of  time,  be 
no  marked  increase  in  wages  above  the  level  of  to-day.  If 
Posen  be  added  to  Poland,  the  wages  will  have  to  remain 
low,  in  order  to  enable  Poland  to  compete  in  the  inter- 
national market  arid  to  sell  her  surplus  grain. 
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Secondly,  landed  property  is  considerably  cheaper  in 
Poland.  Romer  (1.  c.,  table  95)  gives  the  following  prices, 
per  hectare,  for  1907—11: 

large  holdings  small  holdings 

Congress-Poland,  391  Kronen  476  Kronen 

Austrian        „      ,  about    785       „  1150        „ 

Prussian        „      ,  1520       „  1900        „ 

Lastly,  also  provisions  are  considerably  cheaper  in 
Congress -Poland  and  Galicia  than  in  Posen.  The  follow- 
ing table  (see  also  v.  Romer,  1.  c.,  table  106)  gives  the 
prices  in  Kronen  per  100  kgs  for  the  year  1913  (in  Congress- 
Poland  foi1  1912).  The  corn  prices  are  wholesale,  the 
others  retail. 

Congress  -  Poland      Lemberg  Posen 

rye 14.5  16.9  18.7 

wheat - 19.2  21.5  22.8 

barley 16.2  16.9  16.4 

oats 15.0  19.1  18.7 

potatoes 3.5  9.0  13.2 

beef 90.0  175.0  205.0 

mutton 76.5  238.0 

pork 1130  197.0 

lard      .     .     .     .     : 148.0  215.0  221.0 

butter .  248.0  346.0 


Losses  to  the  province  in  case  of  an 
incorporation  with  Poland. 

The  above  figures  for  the  price  of  land  and  provisions 
show  what  the  losses  of  the  province  of  Posen  would  be  in 
case  of  an  amalgamation  with  Congress  -  Poland  and 
Galicia.  The  establishment  of  a  customs-frontier  between 
Poland  und  Russia  would  reduce  the  competition  of  Russian 
grain  in  Poland  and  thereby  raise  the  prices  for  the  Polish 
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produce.  But  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  they  should 
reach  the  level  of  the  German  prices,  because  Poland  has  no 
such  market  as  constitute  the  middle-classes  in  the  towns  of 
Posen  and  in  Central  and  Western  Germany. 

Consequently,  the  farmer  in  Posen  would,  in  the  future, 
get  less  for  his  produce;  the  value  of  the  land  would  go  down; 
his  solvency  would  be  endangered,  as  many  of  the  mortgages 
would  no  longer  be  covered  by  the  value  of  the  property. 
On  account  of  the  reduced  profits,  there  would  be  less  money 
available  for  meliorations,  and  again  the  productiveness  would 
go  down  owing  to  the  greater  difficulties  encountered  in 
obtaining  artificial  manure  from  Germany.  The  agricultural 
standard  of  Posen  would  sink  from  its  present  high  level 
and  take  the  lower  level  of  the  other  territories:  a  process 
which  would  engender  great  loss  to  the  individual  or  even 
break  his  neck.  The  above  shows  conclusively  that  the 
Polish  market  cannot  figure  as  a  substitute  for  the  reliable 
German  market.  Poland  would,  after  an  amalgamation  with 
Posen,  become  an  export- country  of  agrarian  produce, 
especially  so  if  the  Polish  agriculture  be  intensified.  She 
will  be  compelled  to  export  grain,  because  she  will  have  to 
buy  most  of  the  products  of  industry;  but  the  conditions 
under  which  she  exports  her  grain  must  be  such,  that  she 
can  compete  with  the  over-sea  grain.  For  a  considerable 
time  to  come,  this  would  mean  low  wages  and  low  values 
for  land  and  provisions:  the  consequence  will  therefore 
be  substantially  and  lastingly  deteriorated  condi- 
tions of  life  for  the  Polish  agricultural  labourer 
and  peasant.  The  predominantly  Polish  districts  of  Posen 
which  are  able  to  export  about  2/3  of  their  yield  in  bread- 
corn,  are  the  very  first  to  suffer.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
corn  trade,  more  than  90%  of  which  is  in  Jewish  hands, 
will  also  have  to  suffer  under  the  altered  conditions  of  the 
market. 
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The  depression  in  agriculture  is  accompanied  by  one 
in  industry,  trade,  and,  commerce;  in  an  agricultural  pro- 
vince like  Posen  it  could  not  be  otherwise.  Besides,  the 
artisan  of  Posen  will  not  be  able  to  compete  with  the  modest 
and  cheap  workman  from  Poland;  and,  for  the  same  reason, 
the  industry  of  Posen  will  not  be  a  match  for  Warsaw  and 
Lodz.  But  particularly  the  changes  as  to  traffic  will  be 
most  keenly  felt  by  Posen  town  and  province,  viz.  to  be 
torn  off  from  all  the  good  old  communications,  and  to  be 
linked  up  with  an  entirely  undeveloped  territory.  The 
decline  of  the  town  of  Posen  will  be  unavoidable;  the 
Polish  state  will  hardly  be  able  to  give  such  prompt  help, 
for  its  tasks  are  gigantic  in  every  sphere.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary to  consider  that  in  Poland  the  length  of  railway  lines 
per  100  Q  km  is  but  2.7  km,  against  5.7  in  Austrian  Poland 
and  as  much  as  11.8  km  in  Prussian  Poland.  Posen  in 
particular  will  not  have  much  to  expect  from  the  Polish 
State  which,  most  naturally,  will  direct  its  attentions  first  of 
all  to  the  backward  territories;  Posen  will  easily  become  a  sort 
of  "outsider"  in  the  sight  of  the  Warsaw  government.  And 
the  own  strength  of  the  province  will  not  be  a  sufficient 
substitute  for  the  wanting  care  of  the  State,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  expected  unfavourable  conditions  for  country 
and  town,  but  also  because  the  best  tax-payers,  the 
Germans,  will  mostly  turn  their  back  on  the  province  of 
Posen.  Such  would  be  the  inevitable  consequences  of  the 
annexation  of  a  territory  which  is  highly-developed,  agri- 
culturally, to  one  not  so  developed:  Posen  would  grow 
quite  poor  and  stunted. 

Hence:  the  disconnection  of  Posen  from  the 
German  realm  will  be  synonymous  with  an  economic 
catastrophe  for  the  province. 


Conclusions. 


1 .  The     population     of     Posen     and     West 
Prussia   includes   more    Germans   than    Poles. 

According  to  the  census  of  1910,  the  population  of  the 
provinces  of  Posen  and  West  Prussia  included :  1  904  663 
Germans  (=  50.57%)  and  1  861  942  Poles  (==  49.43<V0). 

2.  Three    Government    districts     (Danzig, 
Marien werder,    and    Bromberg)    are    predom- 
inantly German;    in  the   fourth  (Posen)   there 
are  comparatively  as  many  Germans  as  there 
are  Poles  in  East  Galicia. 


Government  district 

Germans 

Poles 

Danzier 

'     72  10  o/o 

27.62  o/'n 

Marienwerder    .     .     . 
Bromberg      .... 
Posen    

59.55  o/0 
50.00  o/0 
32.23  o/0 

40.330/0 
49.91  «/0 
67.64  o/o 

' 

3.  The  German  minorities  in  the  predom- 
inantly Polish  districts  are  less  pronounced 
than  the  Polish  minorities  in  the  predom- 
inantly German  districts. 

In  the  districts  with  more  than  50%  Poles,  there  are 
living  altogether  no  less  than  670000  Germans,  whereas 
only  364000  Poles  are  living  in  the  districts  with  more 
than  50%  Germans.  If  therefore,  the  predominantly  Polish 
districts  were  to  be  added  to  Poland,  almost  twice  as 
many  Germans  would  come  under  Polish  sover- 
eignty as  Poles  would,  in  the  other  case,  remain  under 
German  sovereignty. 
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4.  Germans    and    Poles    live    together    so 
intermixed    that    a    clean    division    is    quite 
impossible. 

Only  in  32  of  the  72  districts  in  the  two  provinces, 
is  one  of  the  nationalities  represented  by  a  3/4  majority,  the 
Poles  in  18,  the  Germans  in  14  districts.  In  the  other  40 
districts,  there  are  2215006  inhabitants  of  whom  1037286 
speak  German  and  1  117720  Polish.  Hence,  in  the  bulk 
of  the  districts,  there  live  almost  as  many  Germans  as 
do  Poles. 

5.  Ethnographically,      Poland     does'     not 
extend    directly   up   to   the   sea;   the   "German 
bridge"  extending  from  Brandenburg- Pomer- 
ania    up    to    East     Prussia    lies    between    the 
Polish    block    and   the    sea;    the  valley   of  the 
Vistula    above  all  is  preponderantly  German. 

A  bridge  of  predominantly  German  districts  runs  along 
the  Netze  and  through  the  valley  of  the  Vistula  from  the 
Brandenburg- Pomeranian  boundaries  up  to  East  Prussia; 
this  bridge  is  formed  by  the  districts  of  Deutsch-Krone, 
Filehne,  Czarnikau,  Kolmar,  Wirsitz,  Flatow,  Bromberg, 
Schwetz,  Graudenz,  Marienwerder,  Stuhm,  and  Rosenberg. 
In  all  of  these  districts,  the  Germans  hold  a  considerable 
majority. 

6.  In   both  provinces,  the  German  populat- 
ion is  old-established. 

The  following  table  gives  the  strength  of  the  German 
*       population : 


Province 

nationality-  census 

1861 

1910 

no. 

o/o        |       no. 

°/o 

739  000 
791  000 

52.26 
67.58 

812618 
1  107  539 

38.7 
65.1 

West  Prussia     .     .     . 
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7.    The  German  population  has    almost  ex- 
clusively given  a  German  vote  for  the  Reichs- 
tag-elections   of    1912;    the   statistics   for   the 
Reichstag-elections  and  the  n  ationality- stat- 
stics   confirm    each   other. 

The  following  votes  were  given : 


Government 
district 

no.  of  en- 
franchised 

1  no.  of  German 
votes 

no.  of  Polish, 
votes 

Bromberg  .     . 
Posen 

146061 
252382 

68704                   50855 
82  506                  119  224 

It  will  be  seen  that  considerably  less  Polish  votes  have 
been  given  than  should  have  been  expected  from  the  figures 
for  the  population. 

8.  "Catholic"and"Polish"  are  not  synonyms. 

In  the  whole  province  of  Posen,  the  number  of 
protestant  Poles  was  in  1910  but  9333,  against  140851 
catholic  Germans;  and  in  West  Prussia  there  were  but 
1533  protestant  Poles,  as  against  281  430  catholic  Germans. 

9.  The  landed  propertyis  predominantly  in 
German  hands,  and  so  is  the  private  property. 

The  sum  total  of  landed  property  was  in  1914: 


\ 

Province 

total 
area 

German                          Polish 

ha. 

% 

ha. 

% 

Posen  .    .     . 
West  Prussia 

fia 

2743763 
2240261 

1610818 
1  837  977 

58.71 
75.94 

1  132  895 

582284 

41.29 

24.06 

10.  The   German   peasant   holds   more   land 
inPosen  than  the  Polish  peasant. 

The  figures  for  all  private  landed  property  in  the  rural 
communes  of  the  Province  of  Posen  are:  German  635  538  ha 
(=  53.8%),  Polish  544990  ha  (=  46.2%). 

b 
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If.  TheGerman  element  holds  more  landed 
property  in  Posen  than  the  Polish  element  in 
East  G  al  icia. 

Whilst  the  Polish  element  only  holds  40.3%  of  the 
total  area  in  East  Galicia,  the  German  landed  property  in 
Posen  amounts  to  47.8°/o  of  the  total  area. 

12.  The  towns  are  predominantly  German, 
not  counting  the  military  and  officials. 

In  1905,  the  working  male  population  of  the  towns  of 
the  province  of  Posen  included  (not  counting  the  military 
and  officials)  85  930  Germans  and  82714  Poles;  the  figures 
for  the  towns  of  the  province  of  West  Prussia  were  120000 
Germans  and  22  000  Poles. 

13.  The  landed  property  in  towns  is  mostly 
in   German  hands. 

The  German  and  the  Polish  share  in  the  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  towns  of  the  province  of  Posen  is: 


Government 
district 

total  no.  of 
dwelling-houses 

German 

Polls  ii 

no. 

°/o         uo- 

% 

Posen  .     .     . 
Bromberg     . 

29806 
18908 

16714 
12697 

56 
67 

13092 
6211 

44 
33 

There  are  but  4  districts  in  the  whole  of  the  province, 
where  the  Poles  own  more  than  75%  of  town  dwelling- 
houses;  whereas  in  10  districts  the  Germans  own  75°/« 
and  more. 


14.    Commerce     and     traffic     are     predom- 
inantly German. 

In  1905,  the  occupation-group  "commerce  and  trade" 
included,  for  the  province  of  Posen,  68.58 °/'o  Germans  and 
30.68%  Poles. 
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15.    The  industries  are  predominantly  Ger- 
man, particularly  important  concerns. 

Of  the  24  228  larger  concerns  (Mitinhaber-,  Gehilfen-, 
and  Motorenbetriebe)  in  the  province  of  Posen,  13941 
(=  57.54%)  were  German.  Of  the  concerns  employing 


more    than 
363  Polish. 


10    persons,     1  345   were    German    and    only 


16.    The  Germans   pay  comparatively  more 
taxes  than  the  Poles. 

The  following  income-tax  returns  will  show  this: 


G-  e  r  m  an  s 

I 

Poles 

^.Tovern- 
ment 
district 

the 

assessed 

! 

tax  to  be 
raised            a! 

the 
messed 

tax  to  be 
raised 

no. 

%J 

marks 

%       n 

o.       % 

marks 

% 

Posen         63  626  50.76 ,  5 109  421  63.33 
Bromberg;  54  2KH73.40J  3  918  359  80s 


3.33  61724J49.24 
0.65  19  64126.60 


2921024|36.37 
940087  19.85 


17.  The  Germans    hold    the  cultural  super- 
iority. 

Of  13  084  scholars  at  the  secondary  schools  in  the 
province  of  Posen,  10210  (=78%)  are  Germafi  and  2874 
(=  22%)  are  Polish. 

18.  Posen,    as    agricultural    surplus-terri- 
tory,  finds    its   natural   economic    and    traffic 
complement     in    Central     and    Western    Ger- 
many. 

Of  the  1917  crop,  the  province  supplied  up  to 
Aug.  15.  1918  not  less  than  331  521  metric  tons  bread-corn, 
45  719  metric  tons  barley  and  oats,  and  18  141  528  Zentner 
potatoes  (=  15%  of  the  total  supply  of  the  German 
Empire). 
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19.  The   yearly    profit  accruing  to  the  pro- 
vince   of  Posen    from    its    union   with    Prussia 
amounts  to  "tens  of  millions". 

According  to  Polish  estimates,  the  province  of  Posen 
had  a  total  profit  of  20  million  marks  from  corn  duties  alone. 

20.  An  amalgamation  with  Poland  is  ident- 
ical   with    an    economic   catastrophe    for    the 
Province. 

The  loss  of  the  German  market,  low  wages,  low  values 
for  land  and  provisions,  and  insolvency  will  bring  about 
lastingly  deteriorated  conditions  of  life  for  the  Polish 
peasant  and  agricultural  labourer. 
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